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Editor’s Foreword
On 24th February, the worst 

forecast we made at the Brussels 
Ukraїna Review late last year 
came true. Putin’s ‘‘winter 
military exercises’’ have grown 
into a full-scale invasion. This 
immediately wiped out the 
entire system of international 
security that the world’s nations 
had been building for decades 
to prevent a Third World War.

In fact, World War III is already 
underway. Its transition to the hot 
stage is hindered only by Ukraine’s 
resistance to Russian aggression 
– at the cost of tens (and maybe 
hundreds) of thousands of lives; 
at the cost of the unwavering 
spirit of the Ukrainian army, 
volunteers and civil society. After 
all, if Vladimir Putin’s venture 
in Ukraine had succeeded, all 
dictatorial regimes would have 
received a signal that military 
aggression in the modern 
geopolitical paradigm would 
never be punished. And then 
most sluggish conflicts around 
the world would go into a hot 
phase.

Now that Ukraine’s army 
is holding back Russian 
occupying forces along the 
front line and conducting 
successful counterattacks, the 
world is discussing a single 
question: how to counter the 
aggressor. And our editorial 
office has collected the main 
components of this global 
question in this issue of 
Brussels Ukraine Review:

- What is the Ukrainian 
strategy?

- Ukraine’s integration into 
the EU and NATO.

- Prospects for new interstate 
alliances in the modern world.

- European future through 
deputinization.

- Western doves of peace as 
useful idiots for the Putin regime: 
the wrong narrative ‘‘war is bad, 
so weapons are bad’’.

- LUKOIL in Belgium is a 
sponsor of terrorism and a cover 
for Russian special services.

- Why culture in Europe cannot 
be outside politics.

- How with of the war in Ukraine 
Putin provokes hunger riots in 
Africa and creates new centres of 
military tension in the world.

- Integration of Ukrainian 
refugees in the EU – the example of 
Belgium.

And the most important: we 
believe in the victory of Ukraine 
and the world over the Putin 
regime. We believe that all war 
criminals will be punished.

Marta Barandiy

twitter.com/MartaBarandiy
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Vitaly 
Portnikov, 
Ukrainian 
journalist, 
political 
commentator, 
author and 
opinion-maker

Europe, Ukraine, 
and Surrogates



N o sooner had 
the war un-
leashed by 
Vladimir Pu-
tin against 
U k r a i n e 

moved to the first protracted 
phase – I do not rule out new 
big battles ahead – than West-
ern leaders began to carefully 
drift towards their promises 
of institutional support for 
Ukraine. An image of a ‘‘new po-
litical community’’ has loomed 
on the horizon, which could 
unite both countries that want 
to join the EU but are not yet 
welcome and the countries that 
have already left the EU. Presi-
dent of France Emmanuel Ma-
cron was the first to announce 
the idea. Then positive remarks 
were voiced by European Coun-
cil President Charles Michel, 
followed by German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz.

In my opinion, this idea is 
stillborn at its core. Who will 
agree to participate in the ‘‘po-
litical community’’? Ukraine? 
It is an obvious national defeat 
for a country whose citizens 
are fighting for the right to de-
termine their choice. President 
Volodymyr Zelensky already said 
this. Foreign Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba wrote on Twitter just sev-
eral minutes after a speech by 
the latest community supporter, 
Olaf Scholz, that the ‘‘strategic 
ambiguity’’ on Ukraine’s Euro-
pean perspective practiced by 

some EU capitals only embold-
ened Putin. The United King-
dom? After leaving the EU, this 
country claims its own geopo-
litical role equal to that of the 
European Union. How can a 
country with such ambitions, 
all the more after its citizens 
decided to leave the European 
Union, stay in one “waiting 
room” with those who aspire 
to join the EU? The Western 
Balkans countries? But they 
strive to join the EU, not its 
supplement, and are already 
engaged in respective negotia-
tions. By the way, some sort of 
surrogate structures were sup-
posed to be created for these 
countries a few decades ago, 
but it all ended in the status 
of candidates for EU member-
ship. Why reinvent the wheel?

This is so because the Eu-
ropean politicians are already 
getting ready to answer the 
question: why is Ukraine not 
granted candidate status? 
Why have negotiations with it 
been carried out for so long? 
Isn’t the bloody war a reason 
to speed up the process? And 
the answer to these questions 
is already clear: we offered 
them a wonderful form of co-
existence, but they refused. 
Because they lack adequacy.

But the heads of the lead-
ing countries of the Euro-
pean Union should show 
their adequacy themselves. 
Of course, Ukraine needs to 
make a lot of effort to meet 
EU standards. It is not an 
easy task. But the war that 
began on 24 February 2022 

By the way, some 
sort of surrogate 
structures were 
supposed to be 
created for these 
countries a few 
decades ago, 
but it all ended 
in the status of 
candidates for 
EU membership. 
Why reinvent the 
wheel?
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And if Ukraine 
was in NATO, 
none of these 
things would 

happen for sure. 
However, Western 

politicians 
preferred to 

abandon this 
simple idea, 
though like 

many of my 
compatriots, I 

admit.

proved a simple thing: while 
Ukraine – not only Ukraine, but 
also Moldova, Georgia, and the 
Western Balkans – stays outside 
the EU and NATO, European se-
curity is under threat. Because 
European security is guaranteed 
by peace.

By peace, not war. And peace 
is a common commitment, a 
willingness to defend ourselves 
together against possible dan-
ger, to build a transparent la-
bour and capital market. Yes, 
one needs to help others in 
this situation, but this is done 
for the common good and this 
help will definitely pay off. If 
this still needs to be proven, 
let’s imagine that Ukraine had 
been in NATO by 2022. Would it 
have been attacked? Would the 
US, the UK, and the EU have 
been obliged to spend billions 
of dollars and accept millions 
of refugees? Would they have 
been forced to give up Russian 
energy? And these questions 
are only a concern for Europe-
ans. Let’s not forget about the 
millions of Ukrainians who 
lost their homes. About those 
killed at the front and in their 
own homes. About destroyed 
cities and villages. About the 
fact that this is not over yet and 
it is unknown when and how 
it will end. And if Ukraine was 
in NATO, none of these things 
would happen for sure. How-
ever, Western politicians pre-
ferred to abandon this simple 
idea, though like many of 
my compatriots, I admit. In-
stead, there was another pop-
ular opinion: Putin could be 

‘‘dragged’’ into a mutually benefi-
cial energy partnership with the 
West (for example, to complete 
the construction of Nord Stream 
2) and then he would not attack 
anyone because he would be in-
terested in profits. I’m ashamed 
to ask: did the plan work out?

It is instructive to observe 
how representatives of the elites, 
who have shown astonishing 
political short-sightedness and 
persuaded a potential aggressor 
with their ‘‘constructiveness’’ 
and caution that he would get 
away with it, again try to invent 
something that has no real po-
litical meaning. Again, they 
cannot understand that it is not 
about the security of someone 
else, but about theirs, about 
their future. It is about Germa-
ny and France, not really just 
Ukraine.
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ROMAN SUSHCHENKO – 
UKRAINIAN JOURNALIST, 
FORMER POLITICAL 
PRISONER OF THE 
KREMLIN, PUBLIC AND 
POLITICAL FIGURE

F or more than three 
months, the world 
has been closely 
following the effec-
tive use of military 
skill, art, and hero-

ism of the Ukrainian army. The 
clock is ticking every second, 
reminding us of the approach-
ing devastating defeat of the 
Russians in Ukraine. Russia is 
exhausted and unable to wage 
a protracted war without new 
strike forces.

Kremlin strategists are forced 
to constantly re-evaluate their 
goals. Scenario ‘‘A’’ – the occupa-
tion of Kyiv, Kharkiv, Chernihiv, 
and Sumy; the assassination of 

the president, the arrest of the 
incumbent government, and the 
establishment of puppet authori-
ties – failed miserably. Scenario 
‘‘B’’ – blitzkrieg in the south, 
east, northeast, domination in 
the Ukrainian airspace – failed. 
Scenario ‘‘C’’ lies in desper-
ate attempts to occupy Donbas 
and control the land corridor 
between Russia and Crimea. 
In fact, the Kremlin has con-
stantly downplayed its goals and 
changed its strategy for achiev-
ing them in Ukraine. Russia has 
chosen barbaric aggression as a 
way to achieve political goals, 
but the fighting has changed 
them. The struggle of the Krem-
lin ‘‘hawks’’ and their false as-
sumptions doomed the army to 
futile efforts, oppression, and 
despair.

The Ukrainian army has ad-
hered to its own goals consistently P
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Ukrainian 
resistance 
strategy
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Ukrainians are 
slowly destroying 
the will of 
the Russians, 
imposing a model 
of intellectual 
influence on 
them. Numerous 
military defeats 
and the thirst for 
a tactical victory 
push the Russians 
to take greater 
risks in their 
operational or 
tactical decisions. 
Ukrainians 
are destroying 
Russians morally, 
intellectually, and 
physically from 
within.

and systematically. The goals are 
simple: to protect sovereignty, 
people, home, land. This formula 
for achieving them remains un-
changed and convincing. The 
chosen Ukrainian strategy of 
resistance is to destroy Russia’s 
moral, intellectual, and physical 
ability to fight and win on Ukrai-
nian soil. Over the past three 
months, Ukrainians have proven 
their effectiveness on the battle-
field, in the rear, in the global 
information space. Ukraine’s 
strategy of destruction involves 
attacking the weak points of the 
Russians, shackling their strike 
forces with smaller forces. This 
approach forms the basis for 
achieving effective results and 
ensures the unwillingness of the 
invader to counter it.

Ukrainian units attack the ag-
gressor’s weakest physical sup-
port systems on the battlefield 
– communications networks, 
logistics routes, rear areas, ar-
tillery, and senior command-
ers. The battle for Kyiv was the 
first. Ukrainians infiltrated the 
enemy’s rear and ruthlessly de-
stroyed its logistics, ruined the 
Russian expedition from with-
in and drove it out of Ukraine. 
In the east of Kharkiv, the 
strategy of destruction was 
continued. Ukrainians struck 
the aggressor’s critical infra-
structure, including engineer-
ing units, UAVs, fuel depots, 
and command posts. Ukraini-
ans suppressed and destroyed 
the aggressor’s physical abil-
ity to fight.

These actions physically af-
fected Russians morally and 
intellectually . The fighting 
spirit of the enemy subsided 
due to heavy losses, constant 
defeats on the battlefield, 
supply problems, and retreat 
under Ukrainian pressure 
from Kyiv and Kharkiv.

The successful use of social 
networks and the media to dem-
onstrate the shortcomings of the 
Russians only intensified the 
moral destruction of the invader. 
The decline in morale depressed 
military discipline, led to deser-
tions, increased refusals to fight 
and the number of war crimes.

Ukrainians are slowly de-
stroying the will of the Russians, 
imposing a model of intellectual 
influence on them. Numerous 
military defeats and the thirst 
for a tactical victory push the 
Russians to take greater risks in 
their operational or tactical de-
cisions. Ukrainians are destroy-
ing Russians morally, intel-
lectually, and physically from 
within. Conventional ground 
and air operations are com-
bined with the special as well 
as information and psycho-
logical operations into a single 
whole of new quality. This has 
become an integrated, indi-
visible approach to warfare in 
Ukraine.

Ukraine has consciously 
chosen a civilised way of so-
cial life, shares cultural val-
ues that allow ideas to develop 
and integrate into successful 
businesses, democratic gover-
nance, legal system, free mar-
ket, where investors need new 
technologies, where the intel-
lectual property is protected, 
where control of corruption 
and crime is exercised, where 
a defendant has a chance to 
be acquitted. This culture 
presupposes critical state-
ments, allows for indepen-
dence, possibility to fail and 
try again. These are the ci-
vilised grains of truth which 
Ukrainians now pay for with 
their blood and freedom.
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Ukraine’s NATO 
integration: revisiting 
enhanced cooperation 
during the full-scale 
Russian aggression

U kraine-NATO re-
lations are piv-
otal for Euro-
pean and global 
security. The  
Euro-Atlantic as-

pirations of Ukraine reflect the 
dreams of its society in helping 
to defend peaceful and prosper-
ous development, in Europe 
and beyond. At the same time, 
the military aggression, staged 
by Russia on Ukraine since 
2014, 24 February this year 
transformed into a full-scale 
war with severe consequenc-
es on Ukraine’s economy, cli-
mate and infrastructure.  

Against this backdrop, the 
question of a potential NATO 
membership of Ukraine 
matters for the deterrence 
of Russian imperialism. 

Retrospectively, the coopera-
tion between Kyiv and the alli-
ance started back in 1994 with 
the “Partnership for Peace” pro-
gramme, which was aimed to 
establish a new framework for 
NATO cooperation with former 
Communist states of Eastern 
Europe (1, P. 45).     

From the 1990s, Ukraine has 
conducted joint military exer-
cises with NATO. In 2002, the 
National Security and Defence 
Council of Ukraine decided “to 
develop such a strategy, the 
ultimate goal of which will be 
Ukraine’s accession to the secu-
rity system in Europe, which is 
now based on NATO.” 

Further to this, one must re-
call that at the NATO Summit 
in Bucharest in 2008, at which 
the Membership Action Plan 
would have been granted to 
Ukraine and Georgia, Russia 

Yehor Brailian PhD 
(History), special 
correspondent 
of international 
cooperation desk, 
inform agency 
ArmyInform, 
Ukraine, Kyiv



•  www.promoteukraine.org  •  Promote Ukraine  •  Промоут Юкрейн  •11  #BUR9  •       @PromoteUkraine

pressed the main actors (France 
and Germany) not to do so. 

And although the public sup-
port for NATO accession among 
Ukrainians – plummeted (from 
47.8. percent to 40.1 percent), 
following the 2014 ‘Revolution 
of Dignity’, the Ukrainian par-
liament (the ‘Verkhovna Rada’) 
went ahead and implemented 
the constitutional amendments 
regarding “implementation of 
the state’s strategic course to-
wards Ukraine’s full member-
ship in the European Union and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization” in 2019. 

However, Ukrainian support 
for the idea of joining NATO 
has grown to 62 percent (then 
the highest since 2014) in mid-
February 2022 due to threat of 
Russian military escalation on 
the borders of Ukraine.    

Following Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine, NATO is 
facing one of its greatest chal-
lenges.  

NATO’s response to the “new 
security environment” will be 
elaborated in a strategic con-
cept, which is to be approved 
at the Madrid summit in late 
June 2022.

In its current strategic con-
cept, dating back to 2010, Rus-
sia is mentioned as a partner 
in the fight against global ter-
rorism. Back then, NATO’s 
military presence in Afghani-
stan was at its peak [3, P. 212]. 
Yet, the systematic violation 
of  international law by the 
Kremlin, from its 2014 annex-
ation of Crimea and military 
invasion of Eastern Ukraine, 
became a watershed for the 
alliance.   

Think-tank Foreign Policy 
Council “Ukrainian Prism” 
prepared the recommen-
dations for NATO leaders 
[2]. According to them, the 
defence of democracy can 
not be implemented merely 
through communiques but 
also through concrete politi-
cal and military action. From 
NATO, one would expect that 
Russia’s extension of its ‘sphere 
of influence’ through brute 
force against sovereign coun-
tries can never be accepted.  

Further to this, the security 
situation in the Black Sea re-
gion (with NATO member-states 
Bulgaria, Romania, and Turkey) 
is worsening due to Russian 
voluntarist actions towards the 
freedom of navigation. Addi-
tionally, Russia has deployed 
nuclear weapons in the occupied 
Crimea and is blocking Ukrai-
nian ports with further implica-
tions for global food security. The 
absence of a particular NATO 
regional strategy can not be an 
option when this region is also a 
responsibility of the alliance.        

Since June 2020, Ukraine has 
enjoyed status as one of NATO’s 
Enhanced Opportunities Partners 
[4]. Through that status, Ukraine 
is entitled to participate in numer-
ous joint programs, ranging from 
military education and science to 
strategic communications to the 
rehabilitation of Ukrainian soldiers 
abroad. 

Following Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine NATO is facing 

one of its greatest challenges.  
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The process of concrete inte-
gration into the alliance consists 
of the implementation of a num-
ber of NATO standards as well 
as the civil control of security 
and defence matters. The Ukrai-
nian Armed Forces have already 
showcased its capabilities on the 
battlefield. Therefore, the focus 
should not be not on the num-
ber of standards adhered to, but 
rather on the practical skills, 
with which our armed forces are 
defending Ukraine against the 
Russian occupiers. 

On top of this, Russia’s brutal-
ity in Ukraine has also compelled 
other countries to rethink their 
relationships with the alliance.     

The jointly submitted NATO 
applications of Sweden and Fin-
land, two non-military aligned 
Nordic countries with strong wel-
fare economies, must be consid-
ered the biggest shift. 

Although militarily non-
aligned until now, these states 
have taken significant steps to-
wards NATO membership in the 
course of the past decades, in-
cluding through substantial troop 
contributions of NATO-led forces 
in Afghanistan as from 2001. 

By effectively and efficiently 
impeding the Kremlin’s impe-
rial ambitions – and thereby de-
fending Europe’s democracy and 
freedom – Ukraine should be an 
integral part of the NATO of to-
morrow. Maybe not yet as a mem-
ber of the alliance, but at least as 
a highly valued and increasingly 
integrated partner.      

Think-tank Foreign 
Policy Council 
“Ukrainian Prism” 
prepared the 
recommendations 
for NATO leaders 
[2]. According to 
them, the defence 
of democracy 
can not be 
implemented 
merely through 
communiques 
but also through 
concrete political 
and military 
action. From 
NATO, one would 
expect that 
Russia’s extension 
of it’s ‘sphere of 
influence’ through 
brute force 
against sovereign 
countries can 
never be accepted.
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Not granting Ukraine 
candidate status would 
be terrible mistake

O n 28 February 
2022, four days 
after the start 
of a new Rus-
sian invasion of 
Ukraine, Volody-

myr Zelensky officially applied 
for his country’s accession to the 
European Union. Thus, the Presi-
dent of Ukraine began to accel-
erate the process that began 28 
years ago, in 1994, with the Part-
nership and Cooperation Agree-
ment between the European 
Union and Ukraine. The process 
gained pace in 2014 when an as-
sociation agreement was signed 
between the entities.



We are with you 
as you dream 
of Europe. Dear 
Volodymyr, my 
message today 
is clear: Ukraine 
belongs in the 
European family. 
We have heard 
your request, loud 
and clear. And 
today, we are here 
to give you a first, 
positive answer.

The next day, MEPs 
enthusiastically re-
sponded to Zelensky’s 
request, passing a reso-
lution calling on ‘‘the 
Union’s institutions to en-
sure that Ukraine is grant-
ed candidate status.’’ This 
resolution was approved by 
as many as 637 members, 13 
voted against, 26 abstained. 
A real plebiscite. The Europe-
an people spoke out through 
their parliament, confirming 
the polls, which show that the 
vast majority of the popula-
tion of 27 member states is in 
favour of Ukraine’s accession, 
including Belgium.

Later, on 8 April, European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen solemnly present-
ed the President of Ukraine with a 
membership questionnaire, telling 
him in front of all the international 
press gathered there: “We are with 
you as you dream of Europe. Dear 

Volodymyr, my message today is clear: 
Ukraine belongs in the European fam-
ily. We have heard your request, loud 
and clear. And today, we are here to 
give you a first, positive answer.”

However, a few days before the 
European Council meeting on 23 
and 24 June, which is to decide 
whether to grant Ukraine the status 
of candidate for accession to the 
European Union, several member 
states seem to be hesitant or even 
back down, preferring to create 
a European political communi-
ty. This is a new proposal of the 
President of France, envisaging 
that Ukraine should develop 
in the political community 
and not receive the status of 
a candidate for membership. 
Among those hesitant are also 
the founding members of the 
European Union: France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, 
and Belgium. To justify their 

Georges Dallemagne, medical doctor, 
member of the Belgian federal 
parliament, chairman of the Friendship 
Group with Verkhovna Rada, former 
director of Doctors Without Borders, 
fully dedicated to the victory of Ukraine.
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hesitation, they refer to the 
complexity of the current 
governance of the Union 
and the waiting room with 
certain countries already in 
it, not to mention the new 
demands put forward by 
Georgia and Moldova.

Of course, these arguments 
cannot be ignored, we need 
to reform the governance of 
the Union, and we must, for 
example, get rid of the rule of 
unanimity in decisions, when-
ever possible. But these diffi-
culties cannot justify the refus-
al to grant Ukraine a candidate 
status. This refusal would be a 
180-degree turn, the political 
consequences of which would 
be catastrophic.

First of all, the European 
political community with un-
defined outlines will not be cre-
ated tomorrow. It should not be 
rejected immediately, but it is 
already facing strong opposition 
from 10 member states, who do 
not miss the opportunity to em-
phasise that now is not the time 

for divisions and chatter. At best, 
it will be a time-consuming pro-
cess. Its implementation could 
follow granting membership 
status to Ukraine, Georgia, and 
Moldova.

First of all, this refusal, if it 
was addressed to Ukraine at a 
time when it suffers the most 
terrible humiliation for dar-
ing to embark on the path to-
wards our Union almost three 
decades ago, would cause deep 
despair among its people. Such 
a Europe would be perceived as 
cowardly, unreliable and self-
ish. This would demoralise ci-
vilians and soldiers defending 
their country and could have 
detrimental consequences 
for the conflict. The Kremlin 
would be dancing for joy and 
would definitely take this de-
cision as its victory, rejoicing 
that the Europeans did not 
want these ‘‘Nazis’’ in their 
family.

Among those 
hesitant are also 
the founding 
members of 
the European 
Union: France, 
Germany, the 
Netherlands, and 
Belgium. To justify 
their hesitation, 
they refer to 
the complexity 
of the current 
governance of 
the Union and 
the waiting 
room with 
certain countries 
already in it, not 
to mention the 
new demands 
put forward by 
Georgia and 
Moldova.



Should we be reminded that 
granting EU candidate status is 
essentially a symbolic, political, 
but necessary action that will 
show Ukraine, Russia, our peo-
ple and the rest of the world that 
we reaffirm the right of Europe-
ans, who respect the law, free-
dom and democracy, to join our 
union? Should it be added that 
in doing so, Europe pursues its 
dream of a single, peaceful, 
prosperous, united and demo-
cratic continent?

This candidate status does 
not in any way determine the 
outcome of a procedure that 
could take a very long time. 
Ukrainians know this and do 
not ask for any benefits.

In fact, nothing justifies 
these hesitations except the 
desire to provide assurances 
to Putin. But have we not 
learned that the President 
of the Russian Federation 
has no desire to have our 
guarantees? His project is 

imperial. He laughs at our wor-
ship and concessions. His troops 
will not leave Ukraine if we deny 
this country what it deserves. 
If we don’t want Ukraine to be 
in NATO anymore, let’s at least 
agree to shelter it in Europe.

Not granting Ukraine a candi-
date status would be a terrible 
mistake. Let’s not miss this his-
toric moment.

In fact, nothing 
justifies these 

hesitations 
except the 

desire to provide 
assurances to 

Putin. But have 
we not learned 

that the President 
of the Russian 

Federation has no 
desire to have our 

guarantees?



Putin has 
chosen war as 

a last resort 
to dominate 

Ukraine. However, 
once again he 

underestimated 
the will of 

Ukrainians to 
fight for freedom 

and democracy.
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A Case for 
Ukraine’s EU 
Candidacy

O
n 23 June, 
the member 
states of the 
E u r o p e a n 
Union must 
make a his-

toric decision and grant 
candidate status to Ukraine. 
In the following paragraphs, 
we discuss why this step is 
long overdue and what are 
the risks for the European 
Union if it fails to live up to 
the expectations of the mo-
ment. 

Standing up for Eu-
ropean values: Revolu-

tions of 2004 and 2014

In a world that is changing 
faster than ever before, it is 
easy to forget that Ukraine’s 
fight for European values 
dates back to at least 2004. 
Following a fixed presidential 
election under Kremlin influ-
ence and a lack of action from 
the President, Leonid Kuchma, 
Ukrainians revolted. Corrup-
tion and bad governance were 
also rampant. Through a peace-
ful popular resistance known as 
the “Orange Revolution,” Ukrai-
nians defended democracy and 
made a way for a pro-democrat-
ic and pro-EU President, Viktor 
Yushchenko. Ukraine’s “Orange 
Revolution” became the most 

significant democratic move-
ment on the territory of the 
former Soviet Union. It firmly 
rooted Ukraine’s future not as a 
Russian autocracy, but as a dem-
ocratic and European country. 

In 2014, Ukrainians rose up to 
defend European values again. 
They took to the streets after the 
pro-Kremlin President rejected 
the EU Association Agreement. 
In return, peaceful Ukrainian 
protesters were brutally at-
tacked on the streets of Kyiv. 
This only increased people’s de-
termination to defend and pro-
tect their freedoms. Following 
the escape of the President and 
his proxies to Russia, “Revolu-
tion of Dignity,” became a sec-
ond democratic success story in 
less than 10 years and a failure 
of Putin to establish a Russian 
autocratic sphere of influence in 
Ukraine. Occupation of Crimea 
and start of the war in Donbas in 
2015 were Putin’s revenge. 

Defending Ukraine and 
European values on the 

battlefield  

On 24 February 2022, Russia 
waged a full-scale war against a 
peaceful, democratic and sover-
eign country. Putin has chosen 
war as a last resort to dominate 
Ukraine. However, once again 
he underestimated the will of 
Ukrainians to fight for freedom 
and democracy. In spite of un-
speakable acts of atrocities (i.e., 
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mass graves, extrajudicial kill-
ings, filtration camps, forced 
deportations, and rape of Ukrai-
nian women, girls, and children), 
Ukrainians are herocially resist-
ing against the country that is 
28 times larger than their own. 
They are on the frontlines bat-
tling totalitarianism, autocracy, 
and a new wave of fascism, led 
by Putin, that wants to destroy 
an independent nation and its 
people and threatens the entire 
free world. Ukrainians are fight-
ing and dying for European val-
ues and democratic freedoms ev-
ery day so that their children and 
grandchildren can live in a free, 
democratic country, and call 
themselves European citizens. 

What’s at stake 
for the EU?

It is the time that the EU recog-
nises the sacrifices that Ukrai-
nian people are enduring by in-
cluding them into the family. The 
EU candidacy will help boost mo-
rale and give Ukrainians hope for 
a future, strengthening Ukraine’s 
position in this war. Further-
more, the EU confronts the ir-
refutable multilateralist truth: 
Ukraine plays a crucial role in 
the name of collective security 
on the European continent. For 
this reason alone, it should do 
everything possible to strength-
en Ukraine. Considering the cost 
of sanctions and other measures 
the EU is currently taking against 
Russia, granting Ukraine candi-
date status is both the simple and 
least expensive solution.

Liberty, equality, and the right 
to self-governance are all on the 
line as Russian violence rips 
across Ukraine and sweeps over 
Europe. Ukrainians fight the good 
fight so that Europe does not have 
to. If Ukraine triumphs, so does 
democracy. If Ukraine falls, the 
international status quo of de-
mocracy will be reconfigured to 

one of uncertainty. The world, 
and most certainly the EU, can-
not afford a defeat by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. Thus, 
the moral argument for Ukrai-
nian accession to the European 
Union is a clear one: Ukraine 
maintains the Western-dominat-
ed world order and tips the ideo-
logical scale further in favour of 
liberal democracy.

If Ukraine does not get candi-
date status, the European Union 
will suffer both from internal 
and external weakening and its 
reputation will be permanently 
damaged. Member states, like 
the Baltic countries and Poland, 
which fully support Ukraine, will 
be disappointed with the Euro-
pean Union. Most importantly, 
the following fact remains: EU 
citizens support granting Ukraine 
candidate status. According to the 
recent Flash Eurobarometer sur-
vey, a majority of EU citizens are 
in favour of Ukraine joining the 
EU. European citizens are eager 
to see Ukraine integrated into the 
European family. Not following 
through on public demand will 
further contribute to the demo-
cratic deficit already nesting in-
side the European Union, giving 
fodder to Euroscepticism, nour-
ished by Russian propagandist 
voices. The only way democratic 
countries can stand against the 
aggression of autocratic regimes 
is by ensuring the unity of their 
forces.

Ukraine’s EU candidacy has 
also found support in the high-
est cabinets of the EU institu-
tions. The European Parliament  
passed a resolution on 1 March 
2022 in support of candidate 

status. Moreover, on 6 March, 
President of the European Com-
mission Ursula von der Leyen 
spoke in favour of  Ukraine’s 
EU membership, declaring that 
Ukrainian people “belong in the 
European family.”

***
Ukraine’s dedication to the 

EU is unmatched. Time and 
time again, Ukrainians have 
demonstrated their full and un-
wavering support for democ-
racy, freedom, and European 
values. Today, Ukrainians are 
paying for these democratic 
freedoms and liberties with 
their own lives. European 
Union leaders must choose 
Ukraine on 23 June. Ukraine’s 
future is Europe and Europe’s 
future is Ukraine. 

Promote Ukraine thanks its 
interns Hannah Meehan, Ro-
mane Gornet and Zachary Klein 
who worked on this op-ed.
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A shared cost for 
a common future: 
European integration 
and Deputinization
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policy specialist focusing ON THE EU 
NEIGHBOURHOOD Neighbourhood. In the 
last few years, he has been involved 
in projects related to digital for 
development, education, youth policies 
and sport. He is also an enthusiastic 
volunteer of Promote Ukraine. 
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D espite swift and 
robust economic 
sanctions, the EU 
is still collectively 
failing to take the 
necessary mea-

sures to contain Russian imperial-
ism in the long run and create the 
conditions in which the Russian 
threat can be fully contained, in 
terms of both economic and po-
litical influence. Doing so needs 
a ‘deputinization’ of the relation-
ship with Russia. 

Renewed Russian imperialism 
is turning into a direct challenge 
to the common European project, 
which has historically been based 
on democratic values, multilater-
alism and the right of sovereign 
states to determine their own 
destiny. The war is demonstrating 
that the Russian understanding 
of the future of Europe is based 
on unilateral relations, autocracy, 
military confrontation and im-
perialism, which are exactly the 
opposite of what the EU was built 
on.  This has in the short term 
called into question the type of 
relationship with Russia that sev-
eral member states, in particular 
Germany, France and Italy, are 
able to develop. 

Meanwhile, the prolongation of 
the occupation of a large part of 
Ukrainian territory exacerbates 
the problem of how to deal with 
Russia as a country over the me-
dium and  long term. First, this 
unprecedented occupation of a 
sovereign country poses threats to 
European energy and food secu-
rity.  The FAO estimates that more 
than 25 million tonnes of grain 
are currently stuck in Ukraine, 
and the blockade of Ukrainian 
ports is disrupting the European 
food supply chain impacting on 
the food security of millions of 
people beyond Europe’s borders 
(particularly in Africa and the 
Middle East).

Second, divisions about how 
to reduce reliance on Russian gas 

and oil pose another key chal-
lenge for the future of Europe. 
Since the end of the Cold War, 
the EU energy policy was es-
sentially based on getting cheap 
fossil fuels from Russia in order 
to support Member States’ eco-
nomic growth. Yet, despite the 
announced change in direction,  
the EU has imported nearly 40 
bilion EUR worth of fossil fu-
els since the war began. These 
divisions on how to cut Russian 
energy dependency are likely to 
continue in the upcoming years. 
For instance, the various mem-
ber states such as Finland and 
Poland have already announced 
their intentions to put an end to 
the reliance on Russian energy. 
On the contrary, countries such 
as Italy and Germany are still 
largely dependent on Russian 
gas and are expected to oppose 
any future ban of Russian gas. 
This situation is also reflected 
in the Commission’s confusing 
guidance on the payment in 
rubles. As of today, it remains 
unclear whether paying for 
Russian gas in rubles consti-
tutes a breach of EU sanctions. 
In the meantime, several me-
dia have reported that major 
energy companies in Europe 
have started to operate bank 
accounts in rubles. 

Despite these divisions 
over energy policy, one can 
argue the EU’s immediate re-
sponse to Russia’s aggression 
has been resolute. Since 24 
February 2022, EU member 
states expanded economic 
sanctions and added a signif-
icant number of people and 

Renewed Russian 
imperialism is 
turning into a 
direct challenge 
to the common 
European 
project, which 
has historically 
been based 
on democratic 
values, 
multilateralism 
and the right of 
sovereign states 
to determine their 
own destiny. 
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entities to the EU sanctions list, 
including   Russian media out-
lets and propaganda tools. Mem-
ber states also agreed to cut key 
Russian banks from the SWIFT 
system and froze Moscow’s Cen-
tral Bank assets.  Yet,  the larger 
political and structural issues 
of the relationship with Russia 
remain unresolved. Many EU 
member states have taken no 
lasting steps  to fully cut Europe-
an economic and political ties 
with Russia. As a result, the EU 
has struggled to properly come 
up with a plan to de-Putinizef 
its future.  

There are, however, certain 
Member States that are well 
aware of the risks associated 
with going back to “business 
as usual” with Russia. That is 
why countries such as the Bal-
tic States, Finland and Poland 
have introduced plans to drasti-
cally reduce their dependence 
on Russian energy. Moreover, 
their public opinion is among 
the most vocal in relation to 
the future of European defence 
and security. A recent survey 
shows that at least two third of 
citizens in the Baltic States are 
concerned about the Russian 
growing imperialism. Also, ac-
cording to Eurobarometer, the 
percentage of people willing 
to finance military support 
for Ukraine is particularly 
high in Finland (90% of citi-
zens), Estonia (87%), Poland 
(86%) and Lithuania (84%). 
Thus, these countries and 
their public opinion are fully 
aware of the need to “depu-
tinize” the EU. Indeed, most 
of Eastern European leaders 
are conscious of the fact that 
further European integration 
won’t be possible without 
radically changing the ap-
proach to the Kremlin and 
its imperialistic vision of 
Europe, which is simply not 
compatible with the interest 

of the EU as a whole.   In 
particular, maintaining a 
normal relationship with 
Russia is likely to exacer-
bate the East-West divide 
within the European Union 
and jeopardise the idea that 
new and old member states 
have common interests and 
aspirations. As of today, var-
ious older member states 
are convinced that Russia 
does not need to put an exis-
tential threat to the EU and 
economic cooperation with 
Russia could be possible un-
der certain conditions. On 
the contrary, after the war 
in Ukraine, Central and East-
ern European member states 
are increasingly putting their 
national focus on a common 
European security, which im-
plies a full deputinization of 
EU foreign and energy policy. 
Moreover, for those coun-
tries in Central and Eastern 
Europe, Russian imperialism 
should no longer be tolerated 
in any forms, including the 
long-standing economic coop-
eration with Moscow. 

However, there are coun-
tries that do not seem to fully 
share the view that “business as 
usual with Russia” can under-
mine the Union and its unity. 
For different reasons, Germa-
ny, France and Italy maintain a 
problematic approach vis-à-vis 
Russia and struggle to respond 
to its imperialistic ambitions to 
divide Europe. The conscious-
ness of their leadership as well 
as public opinion in relation to 
the threat of Russian imperial-
ism seems quite limited, per-
haps because Germany, France 
and Italy’s relationship with 
post-cold war Russia was essen-
tially built on trade, political co-
operation and energy. In reality, 
the war has made it all too clear 
that maintaining these areas of 
cooperation with Russia would 
be detrimental for the future of 
Europe because they would un-
dermine the essential national 

The German 
Chancellery 
has probably 
struggled the 
most with 
understanding 
the long-term 
consequences 
of Russian 
aggression of 
Ukraine. Despite 
the (delayed) 
delivery of 
weapons to 
Kyiv and the 
recent change 
in support of an 
EU oil embargo, 
Germany’s 
foreign policy is 
still in need of a 
total reboot.



interests of  EU member 
states in Central and Eastern 
Europe. 

The German Chancellery 
has probably struggled the 
most with understanding 
the long-term consequences 
of the Russian aggression of 
Ukraine. Despite the (delayed) 
delivery of weapons to Kyiv 
and the recent change in sup-
port of an EU oil embargo, Ger-
many’s foreign policy is still 
in need of a total reboot. Ger-
many’s Ostpolitik did not pre-
vent the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and made the German 
economy extremely vulnerable 
and dependent on Russian gas. 
Chancellor Scholz is certainly 
aware that the era of energy 
interdependence with Russia 
might be coming to an end, but 
Berlin’s desire for ‘construc-
tive’ diplomatic and political 
relations with Moscow has not 
changed. Yet Germany is still 
one of the EU countries most 
hesitant to isolate Russia and 
its leadership, which remain 
influential within the German 
political landscape, particular-
ly within Scholz’s SPD. 

Emanuel Macron has also 
stressed the need to maintain 
constructive links with Rus-
sia. On Europe Day 2022, the 
French President remarked that 
“We are not at war with Russia” 
and warned against “humiliat-
ing” Russia in the future. More-
over, President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy confirmed that Macron 
asked Ukrainian authorities to 
make territorial concessions to 
help Putin save face. It should 
not come as a surprise that Ma-
cron’s position is perceived as 
ambiguous and detrimental for 
the future of Europe in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Indeed, the 
failure of the Minsk agreements 
and eight years of occupation 
of Crimea clearly show that ter-
ritorial concessions do not put 
a limit to Putin’s imperialism 
nor aggressive attitudes towards 
Ukraine or countries like Moldo-

va and Georgia (which also expe-
rience Russian aggressions). 

In Italy, the war has shattered 
the model of a relationship that 
has roots in the historical, solid 
Russophilia of Italians, both at 
the political and cultural lev-
el. Across the Italian political 
spectrum, there is a huge block 
of pro-Russian MPs who are 
triggering tensions in the cur-
rent governing coalition led by 
the former European Central 
Bank president Mario Draghi. 
Furthermore, pro-Putin disin-
formation is constantly being 
spread through most of the ma-
jor media outlets, and Italian 
TV frequently hosts Russian 
government officials such as 
Sergey Lavrov or Russian pro-
pagandists such as Alexander 
Dugin or Vladimir Solovyov. 
It is, therefore, not a surprise 
that major political figures in 
Italy are demanding Ukraine 
find a compromise with Rus-
sia and that there is growing 
concern about the long-term 
cost of the sanctions for the 
Italian economy.  

Though it must be admit-
ted that – many EU countries 
need to take a hard look at 
their past mistakes in their  
Russia policy, it is in  those 
three countries – which of-
ten proclaim themselves as 
leaders of Europe – there is 
a particular need for self-
reflection about their posi-
tion vis-à-vis the future of 
European integration. Sup-
porting the fight against the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and the full deputiniza-
tion of the future of the EU 
comes with a cost, particu-
larly for countries such as 
Germany, France and Italy. 
Yet, if European countries 
aspire to achieve a depu-
tinized future without 
military confrontation and 
imperialism, this is a cost 
that we need to pay. 
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Deputinization in times 
of Russian full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine: 
experience of the Baltic 
states

of nepotistic ties between the 
Russian political elite and other 
countries by creating dependence 
on the supply of Russian energy 
and natural resources. Further-
more, putinization includes put-
ting ‘moral pressure’ on other 
states, by creating myths about 
Russian statehood, language and 
culture as the greatest and most 
ancient, the spread of ‘brother-
hood and unity of nations’ narra-
tives, and propaganda advocating 
the Russian-speaking population 
protection and the empowerment 
of Russians abroad. Putinization 
arose and developed through 
Russia’s long and brutal planting 
of imperial ideas as well as the 
constant tolerance of them due 
to a lack of awareness of Russia’s 
true history, including Moscow’s 
appropriation of other nations’ 
achievements and denial of Rus-
sia’s crimes against them, Russian 
political elites’ mindset, and na-
tional sentiments. Putinization is 

T he Russian presi-
dent, Vladimir Pu-
tin, and his name 
have gained a 
special symbolic 
meaning over the 

past years. Putin’s policies have 
become synonymous to those 
of the Russian Federation as an 
empire, as a leader of the Soviet 
Union, and now as an indepen-
dent Russian state. Putinization, 
as Russia’s current policy of do-
ing business, is to exploit globali-
sation as a strategy to establish 
foreign dependence on Russia in 
as many sectors of international 
cooperation as possible. Exam-
ples include the establishment 
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Putinization arose 
and developed 
through Russia’s 
long and brutal 
planting of 
imperial ideas 
as well as 
the constant 
tolerance of them 
due to a lack 
of awareness 
of Russia’s true 
history, including 
Moscow’s 
appropriation 
of other nations’ 
achievements 
and denial of 
Russia’s crimes 
against them, 
Russian political 
elites’ mindset, 
and national 
sentiments. 

a new disease of our time, partic-
ularly for the EU Member States 
(MS), getting in the way of com-
mercial, financial, cultural, and 
other cooperation when Russia’s 
interests are opposed to those of 
the EU MS. This is the way Russia 
uses ‘chantage’ through already 
established ties in the network of 
putinization within Europe.

Deputinization would be the 
only feasible reaction to such 
destructive processes. Its goal 
should deprive Russia of any in-
fluence, whether it is exercised 
through the material component 
of inter-state relations or psycho-
logical manipulation by the Rus-
sian leadership. Ukrainian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs – Dmytro 
Kuleba, gave a similar definition, 
describing the deputization as 
“getting rid of Russian influence 
in all spheres,” calling Russia 
a toxic partner, and urging the 
world to cut all ties with Russia 
as soon as possible. Unfortunate-
ly, despite Russian aggression in 
Georgia, Moldova, African coun-
tries, Syria, and Ukraine. As well 
as Russia’s full-scale invasion and 
genocide against the Ukrainian 

people, the idea of deputiniza-
tion has not yet gained popularity 
among European countries, let-
ting Russia’s influence strengthen 
in the region. 

However, Baltic states are the 
example of those EU MS that have 
long been preparing to cut ties 
with Russia. Despite their eco-
nomic and energy dependence on 
Russia, Russian minorities’ politi-
cal and social activism in defence 
of ethnic Russians in the region 
and of the Russian language, and 
other examples of putinization’s 
influence, the Baltic states have 
managed to prepare for deputini-
zation and its active phase after 
February 2022.

Lithuania, Latvia, and Esto-
nia have long prepared the basis 
for cutting ties with Russia, tak-
ing both economic and political 
steps. The Baltic states are known 
for their consistent internation-
al statements about expanding 
sanctions and increasing border 
security with the Russian Fed-
eration, full independence of the 
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EU from the Russian grid, and 
the introduction of legislation to 
restore national languages and 
culture by reducing Russia’s and 
Russian minorities’ influence, 
which many experts find con-
troversial. Furthermore, on the 
political-historical dimension, 
the Baltic states have taken steps 
to restore historical justice and 
condemn the actions of Soviet 
and Russian imperial authorities 
in the region, such as the Lithu-
ania trials on the Soviet militaries 
storming the TV tower in January 
1991, and establishing numerous 
museums dedicated to the Soviet 
regime’s brutality. In addition, 
they are abandoning the Soviet 
legacy by renaming streets, cit-
ies, and, for example, the demo-
lition of Soviet monuments, as 
happened recently in Latvia with 
the monument to the “Soviet lib-
erators” in Pārdaugava. The Baltic 
states are also hoping for the op-
portunity to educate new Russian 
leaders to establish a fundamen-
tally different Russia, free of im-
perial aspirations and predatory 
world views. As a result, they are 
assisting in creating a dialogue 
forum to discuss possible democ-
ratisation in the country and sup-
porting the Russian independent 
media and opposition.

Since 24 February, deputini-
zation in the Baltic States has 
gained new impetus and scale. 
In addition to statements and ac-
tions supporting Ukraine at the 
international level, these states 
are aware of the need to imple-
ment radical changes within their 
borders. For instance, by severing 
economic ties with Russia, Lithu-
ania, Latvia, and Estonia they 
have announced their intention 
to stop the supply and consump-
tion of Russian energy resources 
by the end of 2022. Together with 

Poland, they have called for the 
termination of road connections 
with the Russian Federation.

In addition, understanding the 
necessity of penalising those who 
support Russian aggression and 
thereby foster putinization, the 
Baltic governments were among 
the first to prohibit Russian media 
from being broadcast on their ter-
ritory. Another method of deputi-
nization used is banning Russian 
symbols that represent aggres-
sion and propagate war against 
Ukraine, which was backed up 
by harsh sanctions. Thus, in early 
May, Estonia expelled Alexei Ye-
sakov, the local “Immortal Regi-
ment” organiser. The Latvian 
Seimas has taken more drastic 
measures, amending the Law on 
Citizenship to allow the depriva-
tion of Latvian passports of those 
holding dual citizenship with Lat-
via who provide any support for 
war crimes (including against 
Ukraine). Lithuania has put Rus-
sia and Belarus on the list of 
hostile states and territories, al-
lowing it to exclude companies 
registered in these states from 
public procurement tenders or 
to terminate signed agreements 
and contracts. Furthermore, the 
Baltic states have recognised Rus-
sia’s crimes in Ukraine at the state 
level as genocide. They were also 
among the initiators of a special 
tribunal to investigate Russia’s 
crimes on Ukrainian soil. These 
states are the voice of truth and 
common sense during meetings 
of the EU, NATO, and other inter-
national formations, encouraging 

Since 24 February, 
deputinization in 
the Baltic States 
has gained new 
impetus and 
scale. In addition 
to statements 
and actions 
supporting 
Ukraine at the 
international 
level, these 
states are aware 
of the need 
to implement 
radical changes 
within their 
borders.



them to provide Ukraine with all 
necessary weapons, humanitari-
an aid, and support for Ukrainian 
refuge seekers in the EU.

Given the EU’s disunity and 
difficulty to agree with some 
countries on the deputinization 
collectively, the Baltic states’ ex-
perience should inspire individ-
ual member states to recognise 
its importance and initiate key 
changes to overcome Russian de-
pendence within their own coun-
try. Such actions will significantly 
help Ukraine and the internation-
al community in their struggle for 
universal and European values 
and help promptly respond to the 
negative processes caused by de-
pendence on another state.

To that end, we consider the 
experience of the Baltic States, 
which has sent a diplomatic 
message (closing embassies and 
consulates in their countries, 
recognising Russia’s actions as 
genocide against Ukrainians 
aimed at destroying everything 
related to Ukraine’s identity), 
a security signal ( joint and re-
peated statements on strength-
ening NATO’s presence in these 
countries), energy (support for a 
ban on Russian gas and oil pur-
chases and reduction of energy 
reliance on Russia), cultural in-
tegration and education (projects 
and policies for Russian national 
minorities’ full integration), as 
well as banning the use of aggres-
sor country’s symbols associated 
with its illegal activities in other 
states (St. George’s ribbon; sym-
bols Z, V, and cultural aspects of 
their public promotion: songs, 

poems, literature, cinema, the-
atre, and others, where Russia’s 
actions are labelled as “libera-
tion”) is something other coun-
tries have to strive for. Their val-
ues are in danger when it comes 
to closer cooperation with Rus-
sia. Deputinization is the way of 
proving their intentions and to 
protect themselves from some-
thing that Ukraine experiences 
today. This article is a call for ac-
tion that some countries took up 
from the Baltic states already and 
that should continue the wave of 
changing politics all over the EU, 
remembering that partnership 
with Russia should not be built 
on the principles and whims of 
putinization and, consequently, 
Ukrainian blood.

Given the EU’s 
disunity and 

difficulty to 
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Oksana Bulda, lead 
manifestations 
at NGO Promote 
Ukraine, legal 
advisor in 
international 
business law.

Who is Lukoil Belgium?
Lukoil Belgium NV is a limited 

liability company registered in 
Flanders with its head office in 
Vilvoorde and statutory capital of 
6,197,338.00 EUR.

Lukoil has been present on the 
Belgian retail market since 2007 
after acquiring a network of pet-
rol stations and developing its 
sales network in Western Europe. 
In recent years, the network has 
been growing and today has 184 
petrol stations in Belgium.
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How is it linked to Russia?
Lukoil is Russia’s second-larg-

est oil company with a market 
value of €49.5 bn. Lukoil Belgium 
NV is a subsidiary of its Russian 
holding company PJSC Lukoil in 
Moscow. 

According to the latest avail-
able financial reports, Lukoil 
Belgium NV has two sharehold-
ers. One of which owns 99,99% 
of the shares is Litasco SA, a 
Swiss-based trading subsidiary 
of Lukoil. Litasco SA was found-
ed in 2000 in Switzerland and it 
is the exclusive international 
marketing and trading company 
of Lukoil. It acts as an intermedi-
ary company and also is a major 
shareholder of other Lukoil sub-
sidiaries in Europe. 

The company claims that it is 
“an independent international 
company,” which in the oil indus-
try is a term used to distinguish 
multinational commercial firms, 
like Shell or Total, from state oil 
companies like Saudi ARAMCO 
or Venezuela’s PDVSA that are 
owned by the state and hold oil 
reserves in the country that owns 
them. Lukoil undertakes 91% of 
its oil production in Russia. Nor 
indeed in Russia, is there such 
a thing as an independent large 
energy business. Even when 
shareholders are private indi-
viduals, their property rights are 
not secure, and can be removed 
or reassigned at the whim of the 

Kremlin – as Mikhail Khodor-
kovsky found out to his cost.

Bulat Subaev - the current 
General Manager at Lukoil Bel-
gium NV, held until recently the 
same position in Lukoil Bulgaria, 
where during his tenure, the Bul-
garian authorities launched sev-
eral investigations into Lukoil. 
These covered the abuse of dom-
inant market position, tax viola-
tions, and even financial fraud. 
For many years, Lukoil Bulgaria 
had been declaring financial 
losses despite its dominant posi-
tion on the market, and as a re-
sult, no income taxes were paid 
to the Bulgarian state. Where 
did the money go? According to 

Radio Free Europe, “The profits 
always go back to Russia.” Given 
this information, it should come 
as no surprise that Putin has 
awarded Bulat Subaev ‘‘For Merits 
to the Fatherland’.’ 

Because sanctions have not 
been extended to them, people 
like Subaev, with close ties to the 
Kremlin, keep doing business in 
Europe and could have access to 
decision-makers in national gov-
ernments and in the European 
Union. While Belgium has ex-
pelled many Russian diplomats 
for allegedly spying and posing 

Delukoilisation 
of Belgium
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risks to security, non-diplomats 
and “Russian lobbyists or busi-
nessmen” are still allowed to op-
erate.

Is Lukoil linked to Russian 
Intelligence?

The presence of high-level 
Russian management with strong 
links to the Kremlin poses seri-
ous threats to Belgian as well as 
European security. The growing 
role of EU and NATO institutions 
have made Belgian cities such 
as Brussels and Antwerp major 
hotspots for international espio-
nage. Lukoil has a long history of 
connections with Russian intelli-
gence and it has been caught in 
various espionage and corrup-
tion scandals in Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Bulgaria and Romania. 
Considering the fact that Belgian 
media outlets have reported that 
a third of Russian diplomats are 
actually intelligence officers, 
there is a strong case for Belgian 
authorities to investigate wheth-
er Lukoil is involved in similar 
activities here.  

How does Lukoil Belgium 
NV finance Russia’s war against 
Ukraine?

Lukoil petrol stations in Bel-
gium are managed as franchises 

by local entrepreneurs. Under 
this formula, the entrepreneur is 
responsible for Lukoil’s fuel sales 
and sales in a shop. The entrepre-
neur will receive a commission 
for this that is calculated on the 
sale of fuels and the shop that is 
managed by the entrepreneur. 

Some petrol station entrepre-
neurs claim that they “have noth-
ing to do with Putin and his re-
gime.” However, every franchise 
agreement requires a payment to 
be made to Lukoil for the right to 
use the company’s brand, prod-
ucts, and intellectual property, 
and we are not even talking about 
the oil origin and payment for it. 

Swiss intermediary “Litasco SA 
is the key player in the transac-
tions. It buys crude oil from Rus-
sia’s Lukoil and then sells it to Eu-
ropean refineries. Acting as the 
intermediary, Litasco SA seeks to 
buy low and sell high. The differ-
ence goes to Litasco SA, which is 
registered in Switzerland, where 
[corporate] profit/income tax is 
very low and there are legal op-
tions that allow this profit not to 
be taxed and go directly to Russia.”

According to the latest open 
financial report of Lukoil Bel-
gium NV, the company turnover 
for 2020 was around €730 million 
with €36 million as a profit from 

Bulat Subaev - the 
current General 
Manager at 
Lukoil Belgium 
NV, held until 
recently the same 
position in Lukoil 
Bulgaria, where 
during his tenure, 
the Bulgarian 
authorities 
launched several 
investigations 
into Lukoil. These 
covered the abuse 
of dominant 
market position, 
tax violations, 
and even financial 
fraud. For many 
years, Lukoil 
Bulgaria had been 
declaring financial 
losses despite its 
dominant position 
on the market, 
and as a result, 
no income taxes 
were paid to the 
Bulgarian state.
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which 15% taxes were paid to the 
Belgian state. There are around 60 
full-time employees employed by 
Lukoil Belgium NV.

Russian media propagandists 
proudly report that “Lukoil set 
a record this year - one trillion 
three hundred billion rubles in 
taxes paid.” Unfortunately, there 
is no data on how much of this 
money has been spent on weap-
ons and soldiers, who commit 
war crimes in Ukraine, kill inno-
cent civilians, rape women and 
children, but since Lukoil is one 
of the biggest taxpayers in Rus-
sia, it is likely that this sum is 
substantial, and it is very unlikely 
there would be no financial input 
from Lukoil into the war.

What about sanctions?
Lukoil is under US sectoral 

sanctions that impose restric-
tions on agreements regarding in-
dividual projects. 

Lukoil Belgium NV has not 
been directly sanctioned yet but 
the Russian billionaire and, until 
recently, the CEO of its holding 
company in Russia, Vagit Alek-
perov, is already on the UK sanc-
tions’ list. As there have been per-
sonal sanctions imposed on him, 

he has resigned in order to not af-
fect the company’s operations.

The sixth package of sanctions 
introduced by the EU against Rus-
sia covers crude oil, as well as pe-
troleum products, delivered from 
Russia into the Member States, 
with a temporary exception for 
crude oil delivered by pipeline. 
This might mean that tankers 
with Russian origin oil might not 
be allowed to dock and unload at 
Belgian ports. Therefore, Lukoil 
petrol stations’ franchisees will 
have to diversify if possible under 
the franchise agreements to other 
sources; otherwise, they won’t be 
able to operate in Belgium selling 
Russian origin petrol. 

Belgium is the world’s 7th larg-
est importer of fossil fuels from 
Russia. For the past two months, 
the newly merged port of Ant-
werp-Zeebrugge has also been the 
second largest import port world-
wide for Russian fossil fuels. For 
Antwerp, this mainly concerns 
oil (products), with a total value 
of €600 million. 

Belgium boycotts Lukoil
In April this year, we Promote 

Ukraine volunteers, launched a 
Lukoil boycott in Belgium with 
the main goal to share informa-
tion and raise awareness about 

The 6th package 
of sanctions 
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crude oil, as well 
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products, 
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Lukoil as a Russian company 
sponsoring Russia’s war against 
Ukraine.

Given the unprecedented sup-
port and solidarity of Belgians 
with Ukraine, the majority of con-
sumers support the boycott and 
refuse to fill up their tanks at Lu-
koil. Upon seeing the protesters, 
many Belgians choose not to drive 
into the forecourt of Lukoil’s pet-
rol stations. Even a petrol station 
entrepreneur has supported the 
activists by bringing water and 
brainstorming ideas on changing 
their franchise to another brand 
or even switching to a greener 
fuel like hydrogen.

As a result of the Lukoil boy-
cott, more people are now in-
formed and can make a better 
choice but we know that many 
people continue to come to Lukoil 
because of their corporate cards. 
Therefore, we have brought this 
issue to the companies’ atten-
tion. For example, at one petrol 
station, during the boycott, 15 
out of 20 cars turned back, three 
purchased fuel because of their 
corporate cards and two stopped 
because they had run out of pet-
rol and had no choice.

The boycott of Lukoil is not just 
a Belgian phenomenon. Many 
countries support this movement. 
In New Jersey, United States, the 
city voted to suspend the licenses 
of Lukoil petrol stations, Shell is 
selling their business in Russia, 
Italy is looking into nationalising 
their Lukoil refinery, and this is 
only the beginning.

Although many Belgians sup-
port boycotting Lukoil, some feel 
concerned about the consequenc-
es. For example, people are wor-
ried that if Lukoil Belgium shuts 
down, its Belgian employees will 
lose their jobs. While this might 
be true, it needs to be set against 
to Ukrainians losing their lives 
because Lukoil feeds the Rus-
sian war machine. Nor do petrol 
station franchisees have to shut 
down. A franchisee should switch 
its franchiser to stop paying royal-
ties to the Russian parent compa-
ny. Secondly, the upstream busi-
ness must stop purchasing gas 
and oil from Russia by switching 
suppliers. If it does not, perhaps 
Belgium could nationalise refin-
ing and distribution facilities, 
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like Italy is considering. Last but 
not least, Lukoil Belgium must 
replace those top management 
employees potentially involved in 
espionage or unfair business ac-
tivities such as the abuse of pow-
er, tax legislation violations and 
financial fraud.

Will delukoilisation work?
Some doubt the effectiveness 

of the “delukoilisation” of Bel-
gium. Lukoil consumers say that 
the company pays taxes in Bel-
gium, a significant share of which 
is directed towards the support 
of Ukraine. However, relying on 
this is counterproductive. While 
it is true that Belgium provides 
vast financial and humanitarian 
aid, both to those in Ukraine and 
Ukrainians who entered Belgium 
as temporarily displaced people, 
supporting the business that fi-
nances the war against Ukraine 
diminishes the effectiveness of 
such measures. By supporting 
a Russian company that spon-
sors Putin’s regime, Belgium 
only increases the need for aid to 
Ukraine. 

It is crucial to understand 
that gas and oil export is the key 
revenue source for Russia. It ac-
counted for 36% of the country’s 
total budget in 2021, roughly $9.9 
billion in revenue per month. 
Meanwhile, estimated direct loss-
es from the war have cost Russia 
about $3 billion per month, three 
times less than the country’s en-
ergy revenues. This is a clear il-
lustration of just how effective 
halting purchases of Russian en-
ergy could be for stopping Rus-
sia’s war against Ukraine. “Delu-
koilisation” is an important part 
of defunding this war.

If it does not, 
perhaps Belgium 
could nationalise 

refining and 
distribution 

facilities, like Italy 
is considering. 
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The attack on Mariupol came 
as no surprise for this girl. A 
few days before the full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine, Iryna (her 
name has been changed) left 
for Kyiv with a heavy heart. 
She lost touch with her family 
and the sounds of continuous 
explosions near her house in 
Kyiv forced her to flee the capital 
as well. Iryna took  four days 
to make her way to Belgium. 
Two months later, the mobile 
signal with the village near 
Mariupol, where her relatives 
live, was restored. The  mobile 
operator is not Ukrainian, but 
of “Donetsk People’s Republics,” 
called Feniks. Iryna talks to her 
relatives only via the Internet. 
Now she is 26… She has left her 
profession, friends, and dreams 
behind.

Mariupol at 
Gunpoint 

Interview
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Iryna, are you from 
Mariupol?

Yes, the village is 20km 
from Mariupol. That’s where 
my house is, that’s where my 
relatives live.

Do your relatives still live 
in this house?

 Yes, they live now in occu-
pied territory.

Did you leave Mariupol 
during the occupation or be-
fore?

I left before the occupation. 
I stayed at my family’s place 
until 18 February. 

Did you know that there 
would be an occupation, did 
you feel anything?

Yes, everyone knew that 
something bad would happen, 
they foresaw it. Everyone wrote 
about it. Basically, everyone 
thought that everything would 
happen in the Donetsk region, 
not across Ukraine. I went to 
Kyiv, I rented an apartment there.

Did you work in Kyiv? What 
about your work now?

Yes, I worked in an agricul-
tural enterprise that had lands 
in the Kherson region. Now they 

are also under Russian occupa-
tion. Therefore, there is no work. 
Although the company legally 
exists, the sowing campaign was 
to begin in March and April. We 
were preparing for that, but sow-
ing did not start.

You had your life in Kyiv, your 
friends. Is there anyone who 
suffered from the war?

My friend, with whom I stud-
ied at the university; he was a lit-
tle older than me. When he was 
cooking meals on the street, he 
got a shrapnel wound and died.

How did you find out about 
his death?

His brother started search-
ing for him on the Internet, – I 
saw those publications. Then, he 
published information that the 
guy passed away ...

How do your loved ones cope 
with this situation now?

[It is] Very difficult. They are 
very upset. The hospital where 
they used to work was complete-
ly bombed. My uncle lost his 
job. The situation with hospitals 
in Mariupol is overall critical. 
There are one or two left but they 
are also damaged partially. There 
is no equipment, many doctors 
[have] left the city.

Do they get any help?

Yes, one of my relatives gets as-
sistance as a disabled person.

From “Donetsk People’s Re-
public”?

Yes, now from them.

Marta Barandiy, 
founder of 
Promote Ukraine, 
editor-in-chief of 
Brussels Ukraїna 
Review

Interview

This is needed if you want to go 
somewhere. For example, if you 

want to go from a village to a 
neighbouring village or a town. 

This requires filtration. If you are 
not filtrated, you won’t be let out 

anywhere. You won’t be able even 
to do shopping.
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Do you know if there are any 
protest sentiments against the 
occupiers in Mariupol?

Basically, everyone wants to go 
back to Ukraine. They say they 
lived well. Of course, utility pay-
ments increased, but it was good 
to live in Ukraine. And now it’s 
bad.

And how do they perceive the 
occupation: that this is no lon-
ger Ukraine but rather “DPR” 
or Russia? How do people feel 
about it?

The “DPR” is considered an il-
legal formation. You can’t even 
go to the police there, because 
the “DPR” is lawlessness. Ac-
quaintances say that if you get 
sick, you have nowhere to go to a 
hospital, no medical care will be 
provided. And of course, morale 
is very poor because of all this.

There are media reports on 
filtration camps. Has your fam-
ily undergone filtration?

They say it was very tough. I 
did not ask for details. Very un-
pleasant questions were put, 
the phone was taken away and 
all social media accounts were 
completely looked through. They 
asked: ‘What is your attitude to-
wards the Ukrainian army? Azov 
Battalion?’ My relatives had to lie 
because people with weapons 
were present at the interroga-
tion.

Did they have weapons?

Of course, they had. And when 
relatives applied for filtration, 
they were well after 3,000th in the 
line. That is, the occupiers are in 

no hurry “to filtrate.” There were 
active hostilities back then, and 
my relatives wanted to leave the 
city and go abroad or to another 
city in Ukraine. And they asked, 
‘Could it be faster? We want to 
leave.’ And a ‘DPR’ militant an-
swered, ‘Those in need will un-
dergo filtration first. You sleep 
in your bed. Why should you go 
through it first?’ They began to 
argue, saying they need to leave 
for health reasons. And he told 
another militant: ‘Bring a gun, 
they talk a lot here.’ It was as if 
he was joking, but still.

You say that relatives submit-
ted documents for filtration, 
what does it mean? Was it their 
initiative or everyone is re-
quired to do so?

This is needed if you want to 
go somewhere. For example, if 
you want to go from a village to 
a neighbouring village or a town. 
This requires filtration. If you are 
not filtrated, you won’t be let out 
anywhere. You won’t be able even 
to do shopping.

But you go through it once 
and that’s it?

Yes, only once. Moreover, 
there are passes. For example, 
you need to buy food, go to a 
pharmacy or go to Mariupol or 
Berdyansk. You need to get a pass 
every time. It is given for 10 days. 
You can’t just move through the 
occupied territory.

Do they come home or are 
they ordered to go somewhere?

No, it seems to be happening 
in the premises of the former 
police station. There are tables, 

People cook 
on fires or 
barbecues 
near their 
homes. And 
they wash 
near the Metro 
store, where 
the “Ministry 
of Emergency 
Situations” 
brings water. 
They go there 
with bottles. 
I don’t know 
how they 
do it in such 
heat, because 
everything is 
broken. No 
sewage, you 
can’t wash. 
It’s just awful. 
And there 
are so many 
people left, as 
it turned out.
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computers. They check wheth-
er the person served in the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine. And 
if a person served, he or she is 
taken to Donetsk. The people 
who were taken away have not 
returned yet.

Are there any filtration 
camps?

Those who left Mariupol must 
undergo filtration in neighbour-
ing villages. It can take several 
days. 

Do you know what happens 
to those who ‘fail’ filtration or 
are related to the Ukrainian 
army?

They are taken to the pre-
viously occupied territory, to 
Donetsk. So far, none of my ac-
quaintances who were taken 
away have returned. ‘DPR’ mili-
tants came in groups holding ma-
chine guns, inspected the entire 
apartment or house, looked in all 
the closets, and asked if anyone 
was hiding there. A neighbour 
used to serve in the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine. He was taken away 
during such a search and trans-
ferred to Donetsk. He is under 
custody there, something is being 
done there. I do not know.

Is he alive?

Yes, he is alive. His wife calls 
him, sends him some parcels, 
food. He was told that he would 
be released in a month, but almost 
three months have passed and he 
is still not at home.

Is it like a prison?

Yes, it is. They also  may ‘‘sit in a 
pit.’’ I do not know what it means. 
Probably a basement.

Are the occupiers “DPR” mili-
tants, Kadyrovites, or Russians?

There are “DPR” militants 
around Mariupol. In Mariupol, 
there are Kadyrovites as well.

And what are “DPR” mili-
tants’ plans for Mariupol? Are 
there any ideas about a ‘‘refer-
endum’’? What do they plan to 
do next?

People there are in complete 
isolation. The information 
comes from social networks, 
Russian and “DPR” TV channels 
are broadcast there. If you have 
a satellite dish, you can catch 
Ukrainian channels. The alter-
native is to subscribe to some 
channels on social networks. 
Therefore, apart from gossip, it 
is difficult to say anything for 
sure. There is information that 
children in Mariupol have al-
ready gone to school and write 
“city of Mariupol, Rostov re-
gion” on their notebooks.

Are your classmates all 
right? Did they leave Mari-
upol or stay?

Most of them left.

Abroad or for Russia?

Someone went to Crimea 
and Donetsk. Nobody went 
precisely to Russia. Mainly, 
they left for Germany and Po-
land.

There is a lot of informa-
tion about mass graves in 
Mariupol. Have your rela-
tives seen them?

I do not know. They go to Mar-
iupol, but do not look at such 
things specifically.

But there are places where 
corpses stink a lot, especially 
where the rubble has not yet 
been removed.

It is hot these days in Mari-
upol, isn’t it?

The last two or three days 
the temperature is already very 
high, about 30 degrees Celsius. 
And even cholera cases have al-
ready been detected. And that’s 
why they say that now Mariupol 
will be closed... no one will be 
allowed in and out, so as not to 
spread it.

But is there clean water, gas, 
power? Is it already restored?

If there are no damages, 
power and water supplies are 
available. There is no gas sup-
ply at all. In Mariupol, the situ-
ation is a 100,000 times worse 
than around the city. Volun-
teers bring water and food to 
people from villages. They 
take things to wash at home 
and then bring them back. It’s 
all because there is no power, 
no water, no Internet, no mo-
bile communication. Kyivstar 
and MTS [Ukrainian mobile 
operators] may appear at some 
height in good weather. Peo-
ple cook on fires or barbecues 
near their homes. And they 
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wash near the Metro store, 
where the “Ministry of Emer-
gency Situations” brings wa-
ter. They go there with bottles. 
I don’t know how they do it in 
such heat, because everything 
is broken. No sewage, you can’t 
wash. It’s just awful. And there 
are so many people left, as it 
turned out.

Are there many people left 
in Mariupol?

Yes, a lot of people are still 
there. This is especially evident 
near places of distribution of 
water and humanitarian aid. 
And children… There are chil-
dren in the building where my 
friend lives. They walk, ride bi-
cycles and scooters. Children 
adapt better.

Tell us, how did you come 
here from Kyiv, how did it hap-
pen?

On 24 February, I woke up to 
explosions in Kyiv, in Boryspil 
town. As far as I understand, 
this is the first location that was 
bombed in Ukraine. I immediate-
ly called my relatives in Mariupol, 
Hostomel, Kharkiv. I woke every-
one up and said it had started. No 
one believed me, everyone told me 
to sleep and that it was just rain. 
Or military exercises. I said, ‘‘No, I 
hear a lot of explosions.’’ I started 
looking for something on the In-
ternet and found no information.

At 4 a.m.?

Somewhere around 5 a.m. There 
was no information yet. And it was 

quiet in Mariupol. I called my 
friend, she said those were exer-
cises. And her boyfriend serves 
in the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
and he said that those were not 
exercises. I got scared, I lived 
in an apartment with a cat. I 
cooperated with this friend 
and decided to sit together in 
Kyiv and wait for it to end. For 
some reason, everyone thought 
it would end quickly. No one 
could believe it was a war. I al-
ready collected a go-bag with 
documents and money. When 
I went outside, I bent over be-
cause the explosions were very 
loud. I ran to the metro sta-
tion to travel three stops. We 
stocked up on groceries, drink-
ing water, filled a bathtub and 
bottles with tap water. We de-
cided to stay in Kyiv. We did not 
hear explosions in Hostomel 
and Bucha, because it is on 
the other side. But in 3-4 days 
next to us, there was a tank 
somehow. It was burned. It 
was very scary. There were air 
raid sirens. We ran to the base-
ment of my house. I talked to 
my parents on the phone. And 
then the connection was lost. 
That scared me the most. I 
thought maybe they are gone 
and our house, too. I decided 
to leave the city. It was dan-
gerous to do it by  car because 
people were shot by Russians 
and this way is not safe for a 
girl. It took 3-4 days to get to 
Western Ukraine by car. So 
I decided to take the evacu-
ation train. Many discour-
aged me, saying there are a 
lot of people, everything is 
packed, people travel while 
standing. But I took the most 

necessary things, my cat, and I 
and my friend went to the rail-
way station. Just the day before, 
a missile hit it. It was very scary. 
But, perhaps, not scarier than in 
Mariupol.

Do you remember exactly 
when you decided to go? How 
was it?

I lost connection with my 
family, and I thought that the 
connection may disappear in 
the capital as well. The Inter-
net, power will be switched off 
and we will have to sit in a base-
ment, waiting for the unknown. 
And I decided to come here.

How did you get here?

The first try failed, I had to 
miss several trains. We tried to 
get anywhere. We took a crowd-
ed train to Ivano-Frankivsk. Peo-
ple sat on the floor, even in the 
toilet. That was in early March. 
There were mostly women with 
children on the train. There 
were very few men. Probably 
disabled or those who had the 
right to leave. There was no air 
to breathe on the train, the trip 
was very long. I got off in Lviv, 
spent the night at my friends’ 
place. The most unpleasant 
thing was when it was impos-
sible to take a train abroad in 
Lviv and I decided to go to the 
border by the Red Cross bus 
and then cross the border on 
foot. There were extremely 
many people on the bus, we 
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were suffocating. Everyone was 
throwing up on each other. It was 
very unpleasant.

The bus took us to the border, 
to Shehyni. And then we went 
on foot to the border. It was fast. 
I crossed two borders in two or 
three hours. We were very well 
received in Poland. They offered 
drinks, food, and suggested tak-
ing us where we needed to go. 
The Poles treated us warmly.

How do you feel now?

I have already adapted, peo-
ple get used to everything. It’s 
better now.

And what do you expect 
from the whole situation?

Of course, I expect the war to 
end soon and I will be able to 
return home. I’ve never want-
ed to live abroad at all, only in 
Ukraine. Built my life, career 
in Ukraine. Now, it’s dangerous 
for a girl in Kyiv. I went there to 
pick up some things. I felt very 
uncomfortable there. Although 
I have always loved Kyiv. This is 
a lovely, kind city. But there are 
constant air raid sirens, road-
blocks, people with weapons. 
You do not feel safe.

And while you are here, 
will you study, look for a job?

Yes, I enrolled in school. I 
will learn the language and 
eventually look for a job.
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O ne might 
wonder what 
peace crav-
ing European 
parties and 
NGOs might 

have in common with the 
bloody dictatorial, tyrannic, 
militant and aggressive regime 
of nowadays Russia. At first 
look - really nothing. These 
parties and organisations are 
pro-human rights while there 
is not much of that anymore in 
Russia: according to Amnesty 
international reports - freedom 
of speech is truly absent. These 
organizations are also in favour 
of LGBTQ+ rights while Putin 
is openly a major homophobe: 
what happens in Ichkeria with 
non-straight people is pure hor-
ror and deserves an article of its 
own.

Western peace 
movements as useful 
idiots for Putin’s 
regime
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Lesya Magas, 
communications 
and manifestations 
volunteer at 
Promote Ukraine

Furthermore,  parties and 
NGOs in question advocate 
workers’ rights, redistribution 
of wealth, and fair trade, in 
Russia though only a privileged 
few live in somewhat satisfying 
living conditions. Nearly half 
of the total wealth was held by 
only 1% of the population in 
2020.

And yet, there is something 
that Putin’s regime and Euro-
pean “peace doves” share - the 
wish for Ukraine to be disarmed 
against Russia’s genocidal war.

A simplified narrative that 
“war is bad ergo weapons are 
bad” does not work when you 
are protecting your people on 
your territories from monsters 
that rape 6-month-old children. 
But unfortunately, these nuanc-
es can not be seen by some left-
ist organisations if they are sit-
ting on such a moral high horse. 
That is, I believe, the endless na-
ivete of the people who have not 

seen a war for almost a century, of 
people whose existence has never 
been threatened in their lifetime, 
and especially of people who nev-
er had to undergo Russian occu-
pation directly. 

It is absolutely not surprising 
to me that the countries that sup-
port Ukraine most besides the UK 
and US, are mainly the countries 
that have experienced Russian 
occupation: Latvia, Lithuania, 
Estonia, Poland, Czech Republic. 
These countries remember what 
Russian rule entails. The call 
upon Ukraine to cease fire and 
give up the occupied territories 
by the western peace-craving or-
ganisations is nothing less than 
calling upon Ukraine to let a part 
of its population be deported, 
killed, raped, and marauded. It’s 
a call to give up on those Ukrai-
nians who have proved once 
again that they want nothing to 
do with Russia, like our brave 
Khersoners who keep protest-
ing against Russian occupation 
to this day. 

So, it is as clear as day that 
persecution of Ukrainians 
would not stop if Russia was 
able to keep the territories that 
they occupied. Simply because 
their goal is not Kherson or 
Donbas, their goal is to “re-
solve the Ukrainian issue” and 
I quote Putin’s speech on the 

21st of February  here. He says 
very openly on all the platforms 
he has that Ukraine is a fake 
state and Ukrainians should not 
exist as a nation. The terrorist 
state of Russia truly is an heir 
to the Soviet Union, and Ukrai-
nians have lived through it al-
ready for more than 70 years: 7 
to 10 million Ukrainians were 
killed by the man-made hunger, 
as declares a joint statement to 
the United Nations signed by 25 
countries. In 2003, hundreds of 
thousands of Ukrainians, among 
which the elite of our society, 
were deported to Siberia (all 
during so-called peaceful times! 
There was no war between the 
Soviet Union and Ukraine when 
these horrors were happening). 
Naturally, Ukraine will do every-
thing not to go through Russian 
occupation again. And all those 
high-browed Macrons of this 
world I want to ask, which part 
of France would you give up to 
Russia to “preserve Putin’s face” 
and “achieve peace”?

Yet another reason why Lat-
via, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, 
Czech Republic, and Slovakia do 
their best to stand with Ukraine 
is the following: appeasement 
with the blood thirsty, hateful 
and imperialistic regime does 
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not work. And they know it bet-
ter than the soft, peace-loving 
West, who will be the next tar-
get of Russia’s aggression should 
Russia win the war in Ukraine. 
The entire identity and morals of 
Russians (yes, regular people) lie 
in the idea that “Russia is a great 
empire that needs expansion and 
everyone around it is an enemy.” 
The appeasement techniques 
proposed by some western politi-
cians are just a joke to Putin. The 
militaristic establishment of Rus-
sia understands only power and 
the lack of powerful resistance is 
just a green light for Putin to go 
further. But hey, you don’t have to 
trust my word. Here is a list of ex-
pansionist and destabilising wars 
Russia has carried out during 30 
years of its existence outside of 
the Soviet Union:

1992-1993 – Russia occu-
pied Transnistria

1992-1993 – Russia pro-
voked the Abkhazian war

1994-1996 – first Russian-
Chechen war

1999-2009 – second Rus-
sian-Chechen war

2008 – Russian-Georgian 
war

2015-2022 – Russia’s inva-
sion of Syria

2014 - Annexation of 
Crimea and occupation of 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions

2022 - Full-scale war on 
Ukraine

This pattern is clear and con-
sequent: Russia is not interest-
ed one bit in peace. Peace and 
stability in the areas around 
Russia only underline clearly to 
its sheep population that they 
live in a poor country that is not 
interested in social or economic 
development. I really wish that 

leftist scholars like Idesbald God-
deeris and Tom Sauer, “peace-
craving” parties all over Europe, 
and trade unions would under-
stand that there is in principle no 
territory that would be sufficient 
for Russia to stop invading other 
countries because their true goal 
is not this or that piece of land. 
It’s already the largest country in 
the world, the goal is destabilisa-
tion of the democratic world and 
ability to keep own population 
in check through the supposed 
military victories (as there are 
no other ones to be proud of in 
any of the fields).

And, once again, you don’t 
have to take just my word for it:

Ramzan Kadyrov recently 
said on his Instagram: With 
Ukraine, it’s all clear already, 
now the new open question is 
Poland.
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On Russian state TV, it is often 
shown how a Russian nuclear 
missile destroys the UK.

 Countless threats were open-
ly voiced to the Baltic states and 
Finland and Sweden.

And lastly, way too many 
western politicians and organi-
sations still do not view Ukraine 
as an agent, a subject, not an ob-
ject in this war. All those narra-
tives that it’s a conflict between 
Russia and the US or Russia 
and NATO only support Russian 
propaganda. There are only 4 
kilometers between the border 
of Russia and the USA in the 
north, close to Alaska. If it was 
about Russia vs the US then 
maybe they would have gone 
with their armies that way. 

It’s also crucial to stress that 
there are no other sides re-
sponsible for this war besides 
Russia. It began with unpro-
voked invasive aggression in 
Ukraine. Expansion of NATO 
to the east as a casus belli is a 
weak non-argument because 
NATO did not forcefully make 

On Russian state 
TV, it is often 
shown how a 
Russian nuclear 
missile destroys 
the UK.
 Countless threats 
were openly 
voiced to the 
Baltic states and 
Finland and 
Sweden.
And lastly, way 
too many western 
politicians and 
organisations 
still do not view 
Ukraine as an 
agent, a subject, 
not an object in 
this war.

Ukraine a member against its 
will. Ukraine, in a democratic 
way, selected its development 
course toward the EU and NATO, 
and Russia does not have a say 
in it. Everything else is victim-
blaming. So, I’d like to ask these 
western intellectuals who blame 
NATO for the war in Ukraine, 
whether they also blame a rape 
victim because she went on a 
date with a different guy? Or 
maybe Ukraine was wearing a 
very short skirt?
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Russian War 
Crimes in Ukraine

Horrible Reality

International mass media 
sources are full of information 
about and photos of atrocities 
committed by Russia after its in-
vasion on 24 February 2022. 

T he world has 
seen an unbe-
lievable pic-
ture of war. 
Thus, in the 
course of a 

war there should be respected 
rules of war and provisions of 
the international humanitar-
ian law, including the ones of 
of the Geneva Conventions of 
1949 and Additional Protocols 
thereto, the Hague Conven-
tions. In Ukraine, almost all 
types of grave war crimes were 
committed in breach of the in-
ternational law and principles 
of humanity.

Thus, according to the 
OSCE`s Report, the gravest 
crimes which, even at the cur-
rent stage of investigation, 
are attributed to Russia are 
targeted killing of civilians, 
including journalists and hu-
man rights activists, cruel 
treatment of civilians, includ-
ing rape of women and girls,  
enforced disappearance or 
abductions of civilians. 

The scale of crimes is so 
staggering that this led to 

the pavilion ‘‘Russia House’’ be-
ing replaced by the ‘‘Russian 
War Crimes House’’ at the World 
Economic Forum 2022  in Davos 
where Russia was not invited this 
year. 

Thus, during the Russian inva-
sion in March 2022, mass killings 
and tortures of civilian popula-
tion were committed in Bucha, 
Irpin, Vorzel and other settle-
ments of the Kyiv region. Only 
in Bucha more than 420 civilians 
were killed, women and children 
among them. Famous internation-
al mass media, such as Bellingcat, 
Deutsche Welle,  The Economist, 
BBC and The New York Times pub-
lished proof of atrocities commit-
ted by Russia. 

Taking into consideration the 
scale of crimes, on 14 April 2022, 
the Ukrainian Parliament ap-
proved that major violations of hu-
manitarian law and customs of war 
committed by the Russian military 
forces are deemed actions aimed at 
the annihilation of the Ukrainian 
people. 

Besides that, the Ukrainian Par-
liament requested the United Na-
tions, the European Parliament, 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly, the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, as well as 

Diana Deguel, MBA, 
a Ukrainian lawyer 
with over 20 years 
of experience, 
Asters Law Firm
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governments and parliaments 
of foreign states, to recognise 
that Russia is committing the 
crime of genocide against 
the Ukrainian people and 
crimes against humanity and 
war crimes in the territory of 
Ukraine. 

The committed crimes must 
remain in history as person-
alised crimes. Thus, the crimes 
were committed according to 
orders. At the same time, they 
were not committed person-
ally by the Russian army com-
manders or by the country’s 
leaders – they were committed 
by ordinary Russians, soldiers. 
Information regarding crimes 
is being collected and  will be 
published in the “Book of Ex-
ecutioners,” the release of which 
was announced by the President 
of Ukraine Volodymur Zelensky. 

It is worth remembering that 
the most scary part here is the ru-
ined and broken lives of families 

of the deceased and victims. Raped 
women and children,  cynically 
killed civilians in the basement of 
the Mariupol theatre, torture and 
slaughters. These are horror sto-
ries of deaths and ruined lives as a 
result of Russian hostilities. 

The minimum measure of jus-
tice is that perpetrators must be 
punished according to the liabil-
ity rules provided for by law.

Who is Responsible?  

Liability for war crimes may 
be put both on countries and def-
inite people. Sanctions, repara-
tions, compensations to Ukraine 
and its citizens for crimes and 
harm, criminal responsibility 
of guilty persons are some mea-
sures of responsibility.

Collecting and documenting  
proofs of damage and arrang-
ing for their  further compensa-
tion is one of the areas of work 
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for Ukraine to remedy the in-
fringed rights. Besides, the is-
sue of responsibility of definite 
people remains important. 

Thus, in May 2022 Ukraine 
imposed the first sentence on a 
Russian trooper Vadim  Shishi-
marin, who shot to death an 
unarmed 62-year-old man a few 
meters from that man’s house. 
Prosecutors demonstrated evi-
dence, in particular a gun-ma-
chine, which was used to make 
shots, opinions of forensic ex-
amination and results of the 
investigative experiment. The 
court sentenced Shishimarin to 
life imprisonment.

What is more important with 
such types of crimes, is that  
not only the person who com-
mitted a crime must be respon-
sible, but also his commander, 
leaders, who ordered to do so 
or who did not take all feasible 
measures within their power to 
prevent or repress the violation. 
Such an approach to responsi-
bility is enshrined in Protocol 1 
of the Geneva Conventions.

It means that not only the sol-
diers who committed the crimes 
should be responsible, but also 
their commanders and leaders of 

Russia, including president Vlad-
imir Putin.

It is difficult to believe that nu-
merous acts of violence and kill-
ings are being committed with-
out an order from and awareness 
of the country leaders. In such 
a case, the task of proving be-
comes much more complicated 
since investigation can not find 
direct, real evidence as was with 
the Shishimarin case, and it is 
necessary to prove a link be-
tween orders of commanders 
and  their consequences. On the 
other hand, taking into consid-
eration the scale of crimes in 
Ukraine, its systematic manner 
and availability of proof in the 
public domain, it is difficult to 
imagine that it is only perpe-
trators who must be brought to 
justice. 

How War Crimes are 
Investigated in Ukraine 

Despite broad dissemina-
tion of information with re-
gard to crimes in Ukraine, Rus-
sia does not take any actions to 
investigate crimes and bring 
perpetrators to justice. 

According to the General 
Prosecutor Office of Ukraine, 
by 24 May 2022, there have 
been registered 19,821 war 
crimes. 234 children died and 
433 were wounded.

Apart from investigation 
authorities and the Prosecu-
tor Office, proofs of Russian 
aggression are being col-
lected, upon statements by 
victims and witnesses, on 
the common platform of the 
General Prosecutor Office of 
Ukraine.  

Prosecutions have been 
instigated both by prosecu-
tion authorities of Ukraine 

Besides, the 
International 
Criminal Court in 
the Hague opened 
a large-scale 
investigation into 
crimes connected 
with Russian 
aggression against 
Ukraine. The chief 
prosecutor of 
the International 
Criminal Court, 
Karim Khan, 
visited Ukraine 
twice after the 
commencement 
of the war and 
communicated 
with witnesses 
personally, 
witnessing 
consequences of 
the aggression 
in Bucha. In the 
course of crime 
investigation by 
ICC, there are 39 
countries involved, 
which ensures 
full and impartial 
investigation.  



and by international institutions 
abroad.

It is highly important that the 
investigations are being carried 
out with unprecedented involve-
ment of international experts. 

All this bespeaks openness of 
Ukraine, its readiness to carry 
out transparent and unbiased 
investigation, and its belief that 
truth and justice will prevail. 

Thus, according to President 
of France Emmanuel Macron, 
French gendarmes and experts 
are helping Ukrainian and in-
ternational justice to collect evi-
dence and identify those respon-
sible. 

Besides, the International 
Criminal Court in the Hague 
opened a large-scale investi-
gation into crimes connected 
with Russian aggression against 
Ukraine. The chief prosecutor of 
the International Criminal Court, 
Karim Khan, visited Ukraine 
twice after the commencement 
of the war and communicated 
with witnesses personally, wit-
nessing consequences of the ag-
gression in Bucha. In the course 
of crime investigation by ICC, 
there are 39 countries involved, 
which ensures full and impartial 
investigation.  

Moreover, the European 
Union, the United States, and the 
United Kingdom established the 
Atrocity Crimes Advisory Group  
(ACA) to coordinate efforts to 
bring to justice those responsible 
for  war crimes during Russia’s 
war against Ukraine. 

According to the press-release 
of the European External Action 
Service, the ACA seeks to stream-
line coordination and commu-
nication efforts to ensure best 
practices, avoid duplication of 

efforts, and encourage the expe-
ditious deployment of financial 
resources and skilled personnel 
to respond to the needs of the 
Prosecutor office of Ukraine  as 
the legally constituted authority 
in Ukraine responsible for deal-
ing with the prosecution of war 
crimes in its own territory.

Never Again?

It is apparent that the most 
important thing as of today is 
to stop the aggressor`s actions, 
prevent any recurrence thereof 
and insure security not only for 
Ukraine but also for the whole 
Europe. Otherwise, ignoring and 
impunity will give rise to new 
crimes.

In this regard, support of 
Ukraine by EU countries is of 
paramount importance. Ukraine 
should become a candidate coun-
try of the EU at the nearest time, 
as the Ukrainian people at the 
cost of their own lives daily dem-
onstrate loyalty to democratic 
principles of Europe, ensure the 
peaceful life of the neighbouring 
countries, and defend freedom 
and democracy of Europe. 

It is apparent 
that the most 

important thing 
as of today 

is to stop the 
aggressor`s 

actions, prevent 
any recurrence 

thereof and 
insure security 

not only for 
Ukraine but 
also for the 

whole Europe. 
Otherwise, 

ignoring and 
impunity will 

give rise to new 
crimes.
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Food as a weapon of war: 
new component of 
Putin’s ‘hybrid warfare’

Maryna Yaroshevych, 
Head of Advocacy at 
Promote Ukraine; 
Director of “Ukraine 
and the EU” Programme 
at Foreign Policy 
Council “Ukrainian 
Prism”
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With Russia’s 
sabotage of 
grains and 
fertilizers exports, 
energy, and thus 
production prices 
at record levels on 
top of distorted 
supply chains, 
coping with all 
the difficulties 
not only for 
underdeveloped 
countries, but 
even the most 
affluent ones 
might be next to 
impossible.

F or more than three 
consecutive months, 
the world has been 
c o mp a s s i o n a t ely 
sympathising with 
Ukraine for losing 

its people - both military and 
civilians - as a result of Rus-
sia’s sinister and unprovoked, 
full-scale attack on its territory. 
To mitigate the consequences 
for people in precarious situ-
ations, countries have widely 
opened their doors welcoming 
more than five million refugees 
(Ukrainians under temporary 
protection status) while stake-
holders at all levels have been 
channelling humanitarian as-
sistance to the remaining thir-
ty-five million internally dis-
placed and those who did not 
evacuate, but remained in de-
stroyed and besieged villages, 
towns and cities instead.

As for the military compo-
nent, though, not only have 
western allies consistently ex-
cluded fighting on the side of 
Ukraine under the pretext of 
avoiding a third world war, 
but until very recently fa-
voured an appeasement pol-
icy over supplies of tangible 
military equipment support 

to Ukraine. The Ukrainian army, 
despite its indescribable bravery 
and commitment, being under-
prepared on a technical level 
cannot halt Russia’s troops pen-
etration into its territory com-
pletely. Once the invaders are 
pushed back, the risk of rising 
death toll is not gone. The esti-
mates show that around 80,000 
sq. km of arable land in Ukraine 
is currently mined and cannot 
be cultivated, not only this sea-
son, but for years to come be-
fore deminers clear the terri-
tory.

Alas, in 2022 Russia has 
managed to widen the scope 
of its undeclared and unad-
mitted ‘hybrid war’ on the 
entire world by disrupting 
Ukraine’s ploughing and 
sowing, destroying food pro-
cessing and transportation 
infrastructure, stealing and 
looting farm and harvest 
equipment, halting the ex-
ports of agricultural pro-
duce by blocking Ukrainian 
ports in the Black Sea, while 
shifting the blame for the 
looming global food crisis 
on Western sanctions and 
Ukraine’s policies on top. 

The latter, however, de-
picts a totally distorted pic-
ture, since restrictive mea-
sures on Russia intentionally 
exempt the agricultural sec-
tor on the one hand and it 
is Russia itself that has lim-
ited its food exports on the 
other. Fearing shortages, 
around two dozen states by 
now have followed suit ac-
cording to Rob Vos from the 
International Food Policy 
Research Institute (based 
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in Washington DC). Supply cuts 
on global markets further insti-
gate inflation. 

The situation is further dete-
riorating and becoming more 
critical day by day. If no snap so-
lution is found, by fall the world 
will be sympathising yet again. 
This time, though, with millions 
of people from at least 26 coun-
tries, predominantly in the Mid-
dle East and Africa that might 
starve to death. Circumstances 
are particularly tough for coun-
tries like Somalia, Senegal and 
Egypt, which depend on one 
or both Russia and Ukraine 
for between 50% and 100% of 
their wheat supply. If the war 
goes on, many indebted coun-
tries could be forced to borrow 
even more to subsidise staple 
foods. Populations of these 
countries, in turn, pushed be-
yond the poverty line are most 
likely to take part in riots and 
social unrest. Due to food 
inaccessibility or extreme 
scarcity others will flee. In-
creased migration flows will 
yet again put pressure on the 
developed world that has yet 
to recover economically from 
the recent COVID-19 pan-
demic. With Russia’s sabo-
tage of grains and fertilizers 
exports, energy, and thus 
production prices at record 

levels on top of distorted 
supply chains, coping 
with all the difficulties 
not only for underdevel-
oped countries, but even 
the most affluent ones, 
might be next to impos-
sible.

This vicious circle if 
not broken will result in 
a downspiraling of the 
global economy into a pro-
tracted downturn. In the 
words of David Beasley, UN 
World Food Programme 
Executive Director, it 
would be ‘‘a catastrophe on 
top of a catastrophe.’’ This 
time around, however, the 
victims won’t be counted in 
the thousands. Rather they 
will be calculated in tens 
and hundreds of millions of 
those who died as a result of 
the Russian aggression and 
lack of world’s prompt reac-
tion and adequate response.

The question is: will the 
western world have the guts 
to admit this time around 
that it has become ‘a part-
ner in crime’ by doing too 
little and too late to stop Pu-
tin when the worst could be 
avoided still?

If no snap solution 
is found, by fall 

the world will be 
sympathising 

yet again. This 
time though 

with millions of 
people from at 

least 26 countries, 
predominantly in 

the Middle East and 
Africa that might 

starve to death. 
Circumstances are 
particularly tough 

for countries like 
Somalia, Senegal 
and Egypt, which 

depend on one 
or both Russia 

and Ukraine for 
between 50% 

and 100% of their 
wheat supply. If the 
war goes on, many 
indebted countries 
could be forced to 
borrow even more 
to subsidise staple 

foods. 
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Integration of Ukrainian 
refugees in Belgium: 
Challenges and 
the way ahead

1. Introduction

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has resulted in a large-scale refu-
gee flow from Ukraine, making it 
the largest since World War II.  

According to the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees (UNHCR), the number of 
Ukrainian refugees crossing into 
other European countries has ex-
ceeded 6.5 million since the inva-
sion started, 90 percent of whom 
are women and children. Al-
though there is hope that the war 
in Ukraine might end  soon, his-
tory tells us that, in most cases, 
a majority of refugees will not be 
able to return to their home coun-
try in the near future.

The integration of these people 
in the host countries is, there-
fore, very important both for the 
refugees and the host societies. 
The generally positive and warm 
attitude of the host countries to-
wards Ukrainian refugees could 
facilitate their integration, both 
from an education, health, hous-
ing, labour, and linguistic point 
of view.  The large numbers of 
refugees arriving in Belgium in-
deed poses a challenge to  the 
country’s local authorities and 
the society as a whole. 

Fatih Yilmaz, 
Director of 
Projects and 
Partnerships at 
Beyond the Horizon 
ISSG

Lyuba Karpachova, 
Refugee Department 
Lead at Promote 
Ukraine

Often in shock, 
with one or 
two small bags, 
most Ukrainian 
refugees arrive 
in the host 
countries highly 
distressed.



2. Challenges of 
Ukrainian refugees

Often in shock, with one or two 
small bags, most Ukrainian refu-
gees arrive in the host countries 
highly distressed. Even if they 
have someone to meet them at 
the train station or airport, the 
language barrier poses a major 
challenge. New country, new cul-
ture, unknown language, and no 
friends or family to support them.  

 With the support of the civil 
society and the Ukrainian com-
munity associations, the UNHCR 
on 15 May 2022 organised its first 
community consultation on refu-
gee-related integration issues in 
the Brussels capital region. Dur-
ing the meeting the participants 
touched upon  some of the most 
common challenges facing Ukrai-
nian refugees across all parts of 
Belgium.  

 
Social orientation 

One of the key challenges iden-
tified in terms of social integra-
tion  was the lack of knowledge of 
local languages. Unable to speak 
French, Dutch, or even basic Eng-
lish, refugees from Ukraine often 
miss out on critical information 
even if it is readily available. They 
are not aware of  the services and 
support to which they are en-
titled. Even less so, they are un-
aware of the responsibilities of 
each governmental agency, and 
do not understand how the Bel-
gian system operates.

 In addition, the registration 
process to receive identification 
documents, obtain social allow-
ances, or open a bank account 
can take up to three months de-
pending on the municipality, of-
ten leaving Ukrainians without 
the necessary means to being 
fully functional in Belgian soci-
ety. Belgian authorities and the 
population are doing their best to 
support and change the process-
es, but that is a time-consuming 
process, too.  
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Housing 

While many people living in 
Belgium kindly opened their 
houses to the refugees from 
Ukraine following the events of 24 
February, the prolonged hosting 
of families on a voluntary basis is 
not a feasible long-term solution, 
both for monetary (increased 
cost of utilities) and psychosocial 
(host fatigue and cultural differ-
ences) reasons. 

Many Ukrainian refugees in 
Belgium are unable to rent a place 
on their own, since their tempo-
rary stay permits (‘card A’) expire 
on 4 March 2023, and landlords in 
Belgium usually want contracts 
with one to three years commit-
ments. Further to this, the legal 
notice period of such contracts is 
three months. Most refugees cant 
agree to this condition, wishing 
to go back as soon as possible.  

Collective housing offered by 
the government is scarce, and 
there is generally not enough in-
formation available as to when 
and how it will be offered.  

 
Health 

The Belgian social security sys-
tem and the mandatory health in-
surance, initially offered to Ukrai-
nians for free, is certainly helpful 
when medical assistance is re-
quired. However, the complexity 
of the social security system and 
intricacies of local healthcare are 
making it extremely difficult for 
the refugees to grasp what to do 
in case of an emergency, and how 
to get reimbursed for any medical 
expenses incurred.  

 
Education  

From the outset, Belgian 
schools and universities  have 
ensured Ukrainian refugees swift 
access to their courses. As for 
the challenges, a lack of a clear 
understanding of the enrolment 
process has been identified, as 

has the difficulty for children 
with no or little understanding of 
local languages to  immediately 
immerse into the local education-
al process. In fact, few schools 
offer integration classes allow-
ing Ukrainian children to gradu-
ally adjust to their curricula, as 
well as to learn local languages. 
On top of that, many parents are 
hoping to go back to Ukraine as 
soon as possible and therefore do 
not see the need to integrate their 
children into local schools. In-
stead, they prefer them to attend 
online courses offered by schools 
in Ukraine.  

 
Work  

Lacking the knowledge of local 
languages, Ukrainian refugees 
already have a very limited pool 
of jobs to apply for. In addition, 
the time-consuming procedure of 
proving the equivalence of Ukrai-
nian diplomas makes it almost 
impossible for a large number 
of Ukrainians to start working in 
Belgium immediately. In order 
to overcome this obstacle, some 
Ukrainian refugees are apply-
ing for positions for which they 
are overqualified and for which 
the remuneration is significantly 
lower than in Ukraine.  

 
3. Belgium’s response to the in-

tegration of Ukrainian refugees
In response to the situation, the 

European Union (EU) has, for the 
very first time, activated its Tem-
porary Protection Directive. By 
doing so, Member States are now 
obliged to provide immediate, 
temporary protection to refugees 
from Ukraine, grant them im-
mediate access to education, and 
housing and healthcare services, 
as well as to the labour markets of 
the EU. Belgian administrations 
now face an enormous challenge 
in making such access a reality.

Relying on its experienced in-
stitutions and its vibrant civil so-
ciety, Belgium reacted quickly to 

the current situation. However, a 
humanitarian crisis of this scale 
does not come without challeng-
es. Officials estimate that Bel-
gium might receive up to 200,000 
Ukrainian refugees. Between 24 
February  and 24 May 2022, 42,979 
Ukrainians, of which 80 percent 
were women and children, were  
granted so-called temporary pro-
tection status. From the outset, 
Belgian authorities established a 
separate in-processing pipeline 
for Ukrainian refugees. And when 
needed, they scaled up the capac-
ity. 

The most demanding task is to 
find immediate shelter for these 
people, a responsibility shared 
between all layers of state and 
citizens. To this end;
• The Flemish government, to-

gether with its local authorities, 
aimed to enable 18.000 so-called 
‘reception places’ by the end of 

Many Ukrainian 
refugees in 
Belgium are 
unable to rent 
a place on their 
own, since their 
temporary stay 
permits (‘card 
A’) expire on 4 
March 2023, 
and landlords 
in Belgium 
usually want 
contracts with 
one to three years 
commitments.
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March. Additionally, the govern-
ment is considering building 15 
‘emergency villages’ to enable the 
potential reception of yet another 
120.000 Ukrainian refugees. Such  
villages have  already opened in 
Antwerp and Mechelen.
• The parliament has temporar-

ily eased quality standards in the 
rental regime, allocated vacant 
social spaces suitable for collec-
tive housing (such as monasteries 
and hospitals), and tasked the So-
cial Housing Society with prepar-
ing mobile housing units.
• The Flemish Government 

has provided €1.000 per recep-
tion location for cities and mu-
nicipalities, and another €400 per 
reception location from private 
individuals (more than 6.000 resi-
dents volunteered as host family 
candidates).
• A screening procedure devel-

oped for families who want to re-
ceive Ukrainian refugees has also 
been established.

In tandem with the main ef-
fort (housing), several other 
measures are being taken simul-
taneously;
• The authorities have provid-

ed preventive health measures 
for the refugees such as screen-
ing for/vaccination against tu-
berculosis, COVID-19, measles, 
mumps, rubella (MBR) and diph-
theria, tetanus, and pertussis.
• Give a Day, the largest vol-

unteer job bank in Belgium, has 
launched an online platform for 
people who want to help Ukraini-
ans.
• A 45 percent tax deduction 

has been introduced for dona-
tions in excess of €40 for selected 
aid organisations (Consortium 12 
12, in partnership with Flemish 
Red Cross, among others) assist-
ing Ukrainian refugees.
• An  allowance granted upon 

registration is being discussed at 
the federal level.

Measures on social orienta-
tion;
• The Civic Integration Agency 

(‘Agentschap Integratie en Inbur-
gering’) has compiled necessary 
information and organised online 
info sessions in Ukrainian about 
living in Flanders, 
• The Flemish Ministry of Ed-

ucation is considering opening 
schools in emergency villages, 
alongside current schools, in or-
der to teach the refugees Dutch 
and keep children continuing 
their educational curricula with-
out interruption. 

Measures on labour market 
integration;
• The Flemish Service for Em-

ployment and Vocational Train-
ing (VDAB) is responsible for in-
tegrating Ukrainian refugees into 
the labour market. Its main focus 
is on additional language training 
and mentoring. As of 2 June 2022, 
3.306 positions were available on 
the VDAB portal.
• Although currently available 

jobs are generally temporary, 
they are still an option for Ukrai-
nian refugees. Yet, Hilde Crevits, 
the minister for Economy, In-
novation, Work, Social Economy 
and Agriculture, said Ukrainian 
refugees will not solve the talent 
shortage in the Flemish labour 
market. 

4. The way ahead

The uncertainty of the situa-
tion poses a challenge both to ref-
ugees and local authorities. Given 
the urgency,  Belgian authorities 
ought to be more adaptive and 
flexible, enabling new, fast-track 
solutions to challenges in terms 
of integration of Ukrainian refu-
gees. Civil society organisations 
could also play a bigger role in 
materialising such solutions. On 
the other hand, the private sector 
could also do more by coordinat-
ing different efforts in order to 
achieve synergies aimed at bet-
ter supporting the integration of 
Ukrainian refugees in Belgium. 

Lacking the 
knowledge of 
local languages, 
Ukrainian 
refugees already 
have a very 
limited pool of 
jobs to apply for. 
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T he wealth of cul-
ture is acknowl-
edged and recog-
nized by many 
over a long pe-
riod of time. It 

is thanks to culture we become 
conscious, capable and aware; 
it is culture that gives us the op-
portunity to develop and self-
realize ourselves. Moreover, 
culture gives us space to find 
new meanings, build critical 
thinking and preserve national 
memory. At the same time, it is 
a space for the formation of na-
tional identity.

Subjectivity is one of the cen-
tral themes of culture, cultural 
diplomacy and inclusiveness. 
Consciously or unconsciously, 
culture is an integral part of 
our daily lives: when we go to 

work and listen to our favorite 
music on a streaming platform, 
when we watch movies at the Ber-
linale, when we go to a museum, 
buy clothes or when we eat in an 
oriental restaurant with sticks, 
when we read a book in whatever 
language, we admire the achieve-
ments of athletes at the Olympics 
... The description of contacts with 
culture and its derivatives can go 
on and on. I assume that for many 
the integrity of culture at different 
levels of life is undeniable. Thereof 
we can conclude that culture can 
change time and space and change 
the content of meaning.

In my opinion, Russia has inten-
sified the use of the cultural compo-
nent as an instrument of aggression 
and oppression immediately after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. And 
during the last eight years and a little 

Danylo Poliluev-Schmidt, cultural 
columnist for the project “Ukraine in 
Deutschland,” Decision board member 
of the NGO IWEK e.V., activist, Podcast 
creator and blogger Berlin, Germany

Culture is (with)
out politics

more than three months of war, 
Russian society and leadership 
continued to use new ways to at-
tack everything nation-building 
in Ukraine and abroad: linguis-
tic identification (Ukrainian, 
Crimean Tatar, Karaite), his-
torical justice and the desire to 
move towards European val-
ues and standards. Therefore, 
it is no longer a surprise that 
cultural expansion and appro-
priation become useful tools of 
hybrid warfare. The construc-
tive approach and deliberate 
rewriting of historical facts. 
They are used to blur the bor-
der between Ukrainian and 
Russian, while the importance 
of the Ukrainian language as 
part of the European space is 
denied. The Kremlin’s monot-
onous voice catches the eye of 
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In my opinion, 
Russia has 
intensified the 
use of the cultural 
component as 
an instrument 
of aggression 
and oppression 
immediately after 
the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 
And during the 
last eight years 
and a little 
more than three 
months of war, 
Russian society 
and leadership 
continued to 
use new ways to 
attack everything 
nation-building 
in Ukraine and 
abroad

the West to Ukraine being  only a 
province of Russia - just “a part of 
Russia” that rebelled and broke 
away from the cradle of ‘‘Soviet 
good’’ during a terrible injustice. 
Therefore, all artists, perform-
ers, singers, cultural figures and 
figures automatically become 
Russian. Great cultural figures 
turn into  exclusively Russian 
actors; Ukrainian singers, who 
were only visitors to the north-
eastern direction, become full-
fledged Russian stars. There is a 
shift in the concepts and basis 
for the new, aggressive demands 
of Russia on Ukrainian as a cul-
tural entity. That is why, in my 
opinion, the issue of cultural 
affiliation, origin and language 
is becoming very relevant, not 
secondary. If we think longer, 
we can see that this number 
of Ukrainian losses in the field 
of Russia’s cultural war. For 
years, the number of losses 
was not visible. Because it was 
impossible to see them in the 
shadow of the overwhelmed 
empire, but these facts were 
not allowed to be seen, such 
as the Holodomor, the Red 
Terror, the Executed Renais-
sance, frescoes taken from 
St. Michael’s Golden-Domed 
Cathedral, attempts to appro-
priate the ‘‘Scythian Gold’’ of 
Crimea and more.

And the last aspect of Russia’s 
fierce struggle against Ukraine 
is the thesis of everything Ukrai-
nian as something anti-Russian 
and vile. This thesis was proved 
in action by the Russian army and 
its allies during the occupation of 
Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk, 
but also in many other towns and 
villages. The first thing the oc-
cupiers did was not to maintain 
a new currency or new laws, but 
to blur the boundaries of the cul-
tural environment. The Ukrainian 
coat of arms and flag began to be 
removed from all buildings, new 
monuments of Lenin began to grow 
like mushrooms after rain, and the 
books in the Ukrainian language 
began to be immediately removed 
from local libraries or burned in 
the squares of bombed cities and 
burned houses. The renaming of 
cities to the Russian-sounding name 
was not delayed either. What Ukrai-
nian culture is worse for the Kremlin 
than bullets or guns.

For many years Ukraine’s contri-
bution to the development of Euro-
pean culture and values has simply 
been attributed to Russia, as if it were 
the only Russian culture in Eastern 
Europe. Now this pattern can and 
should be corrected.
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The cultural component in 
the Ukrainian political space 
has often been underestimated 
and tried to be avoided, mar-
ginalisation and underestima-
tion of Ukrainian potential take 
away the chances of popularising 
Ukraine both inside the country 
and abroad. In the media sphere, 
there are topics voiced that cul-
ture is not relevant at the mo-
ment or that it is not that profit-
able. During a full-scale invasion, 
these trends are redirected to the 
‘‘do not incite the hostility’’ mes-
sage. I completely disagree with 
the above theses, as do most of our 
civil society, which has grown and 
changed over the last two Ukraini-
an revolutions (the Orange Revolu-
tion in 2004 and the Revolution of 
Dignity). I personally remember 
that until 2012 it was almost im-
possible to buy any books in the 
Ukrainian language - a kind of defi-
cit product on bookstore shelves  in 
Ukraine. Therefore, each new book 
was like a breath of fresh air and 
breath of freedom. In comparison 
with Poland and its development of 
publishing, films, magazines, mu-
sic in Ukraine, there was a regres-
sion and legitimisation of Russia’s 
narratives and ignoring the needs 
of its own population and the de-
mands for Ukrainian culture and its 
products. Such trends have not gone 
unnoticed abroad. In a dream-like 
Europe, it was perceived as a general 
trend. Even now we can hear from 
educated citizens of the European 
Union that they consider Ukrainian 
and Russian language cultures to 
be basically the same. But the main 
thing is that Russian itself prevailed 
on the market because it became 
dominant in this context. I fully un-
derstand that wartime complicates 
activities in the cultural field, but this 
cannot be a reason for new mean-
ings to cease to be created by our art-
ists. We must do our best to support 

And the last 
aspect of Russia’s 

fierce struggle 
against Ukraine 

is the thesis 
of everything 
Ukrainian as 

something anti-
Russian and vile. 

This thesis was 
proved in action 

by the Russian 
army and its 

allies during the 
occupation of 

Crimea, Donetsk 
and Luhansk, 

but also in many 
other towns 

and villages. 
The first thing 
the occupiers 

did was not to 
maintain a new 
currency or new 
laws, but to blur 

the boundaries 
of the cultural 
environment.

them, because without art there 
is no core of national identifica-
tion. During the air war against 
the United Kingdom, the Parlia-
ment called on the then-Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill to 
cut spending on culture and 
co-finance art projects for the 
defense budget. To which the 
Prime Minister replied: ‘‘Then 
what are we fighting for?’’ Would 
this quote be an impetus for the 
Ukrainian political elite to treat 
culture differently in times of 
crisis? Would there be a clearer 
policy of supporting literature 
and television in the state lan-
guage, promoting cinema and 
promoting Ukraine as a brand 
abroad?

However, now we, as Ukrai-
nians, can only better under-
stand and destroy Russian 
myths about Ukraine, explore 
the past and continue to build 
our cultural universe because 
only thereby we will be able to 
win the war for a bright Ukrai-
nian future in the European 
Union. I firmly believe that this 
is a great opportunity for all of 
us to get to know Ukraine in a 
new way as a subject of politi-
cal, historical, scientific, cul-
tural and linguistic identity.
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