


In the interviews for Brussels 
Ukraїna Review, the President 
of the European Parliament 
Roberta Metsola and the Presi-
dent of the European Economic 
and Social Committee Christa 
Schweng admit that they would 
have not believed that Russia 
would dare to invade Ukraine 
on a full scale.

Now, in the midst of the 
most full-scale war that the Eu-
ropean continent has seen in 
the last 70 years, politicians are 
trying to find out why Vladimir 
Putin spread the local war to 
the entire territory of Ukraine.

One of the reasons was that 
on the eve of important and 
non-public negotiations with 
the USA on a number of stra-
tegic issues, Vladimir Putin de-
cided to improve the contractu-
al positions by demonstrating 
the triumphant defeat of the 
Ukrainian army and the rapid 
change of regime in Kyiv to a 
pro-Russian one.

However, the Ukrainian peo-
ple broke the Kremlin’s plans, 
after which new truths began 
to be revealed to cautious part-
ners.

The first truth is the realisa-
tion that Russia has been an ag-
gressor state. In recent decades, 
it has carried out military oper-
ations in many countries: Geor-
gia, Armenia, Moldova, Syria, 
Sudan, Libya, Mali, and the 
Central African Republic. Reg-
ular Russian troops and the pri-
vate Russian military company 
“Wagner,” whose commanders 
profess Nazi ideology, have me-
thodically demonstrated their 
exceptional cruelty in the treat-
ment of prisoners of war and 
the civilian population in all 
these countries. 

The second truth, as noted in the 
interview with Defence Minister 
Oleksii Reznikov, is the realisation 
that Ukraine, even without the sta-
tus of a candidate for NATO mem-
bership, has a powerful and combat-
capable army, fights according to the 
standards of the Alliance, and is now 
the only force restraining Putin’s on-
slaught in front of the EU borders.

The third truth is Ukraine’s com-
pliance with Europe’s historical, 
cultural, and economic values. The 
European Union has finally begun 
to understand that Ukraine has 
exceptional added value, and the 
EU will simply be stronger with 
Ukraine than without it.

As a result, we are now witness-
ing changes that have been impos-
sible to imagine before 24 Febru-
ary 2022. In the process of military 
operations and victories of the 
Ukrainian army, Western partners 
removed restrictions on the supply 
of one or another type of weapons 
to Ukraine one by one. Ukraine re-
ceived the status of a candidate for 
joining the EU, and NATO received 
Ukraine’s application to join the 
Alliance (which was already sup-
ported by 11 out of 30 countries). 
However, the victory still needs to 
be won...
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The year 2022, 
which became 
the year of a ma-
jor war on European 
soil in the 21st centu-
ry, incredibly acceler-

ated political processes, and September 
added to the speed, although it would 
seem that the peak was reached.

Despite the apparent deterioration of US–
Russia relations or, on the contrary, in view 
of it, there was still zero possibility in Febru-
ary that the Kremlin and the White House would 
agree on some strategic issues, while it could be 
expected that the price of agreement could be the 
demand for Ukraine’s future neutrality. Vladimir 
Putin decided to improve the negotiation positions, 
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wanting to demonstrate the tri-
umphant defeat of the Ukrainian 
army and the rapid change of 
power the Kyiv government to a 
pro-Russian government. That 
would have indicated the consid-
erable capabilities of the Russian 
Federation to solve its problems 
by force, making its opponents 
urgently seek broad compromises 
with this serious and dangerous 
player.

The 24 February invasion be-
came a genuine revelation for ac-
tive participants and observers, 
dramatically changing the per-
ception of Russia’s real potential, 
both purely military and adminis-
trative, with a complete reassess-
ment of the political prospects of 
this state that claims to influence 
world processes. It is Ukraine that 
we must thank for the qualitative 
breakdown of assessments of the 
Russian reality and its future. At 
the same time, the world discov-
ered Ukraine and its people, who 
proved to be capable of an un-
precedented level of resistance 
in this seemingly hopeless situa-
tion. But the Ukrainians not only 
preserved their hope for victory. 
They also also convinced their 
wary and fearful partners of its 
irreversibility.

This breakthrough occurred 
in the spring when the Russians 
were forced to withdraw from 
the Kyiv region and the north 
of Ukraine in general, giving up 
their “blitzkrieg.” At that time, the 
European Union, while strength-
ening its sanctions policy against 
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Russia, already launched a process of 
symbolic support for the country that 
had fallen victim to large-scale ag-
gression. Brussels responded to the 
28 February application on Ukraine’s 
fast-track to join the EU, and after all 
the necessary formalities had been 
met, Ukraine was given EU candidate 
status on 23 June. At the same time, at 
the beginning of April, European Par-
liament President Roberta Metsola, 
followed by European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen, per-
sonally visited Kyiv, where continu-
ous heavy gunfire had been heard 
recently. At the same time, Boris 
Johnson and Andrzej Duda visited 
the Ukrainian capital on their pro-
gramme, launching the tradition of 
Western politicians’ visits to Kyiv.

On 26 April, at the U.S. Ramstein 
Air Base in Germany, a meeting of 
the Ukraine Defence Contact Group 
was held for the first time, moder-
ated by American military leaders 
who were among the representa-
tives of four dozen countries. That 
moment indicated clearly that 
Ukraine would not be left alone 
to face Russia, which flaunts its 
army as supposedly the second 
strongest military power in the 
world. In the course of hostili-
ties, Western partners were one 
by one lifting restrictions on the 
supply of one or another type of 
weapons to Ukraine.

In the summer, heavy 
battles were fought on 
the fronts, but the contact 
line hardly changed. The 
advance of Russian troops 
was measured in hundreds 
of metres per week and 
only in certain areas. The 
ability of the Ukrainian de-
fence forces to deter the en-
emy, which had a multiple 
fire advantage, continued 
to impress. It seemed that 
there would be a protracted, 
painful confrontation.

The September offensive 
of Ukrainian troops, result-
ing in the liberation of almost 
the entire Kharkiv region,  
and the catastrophic collapse 
of the Russian front in the 
north of the Donetsk region, 
marked a sharp increase in 
the dynamics of the confron-
tation, victorious expectations 
from Ukraine, and great skep-
ticism about Russia’s ability to 
hold the occupied territories. 
The attitude towards Putin at 
the summit of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation in 
Samarkand on 15 September 
was indicative. The prime min-
isters of Turkey and India, the 
leader of China, and even the 
leaders of the countries of Cen-
tral Asia, traditionally depen-
dent on Russia, did not conceal 
that they no longer see the Rus-
sian president as a defining fig-
ure. At the same time, wishes to 
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The Kremlin 
chose a non-

standard way 
to force Ukraine 
to make peace. 

Mobilisation 
was announced, 

which is partial 
only in words 

but in practice 
shocked the 

entire Russian 
society who 

was expecting 
victorious news 

from TV screens, 
not being ready 

to personally join 
the war and risk 

their lives and 
those of their 

loved ones.
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speed up the end of the war 
were expressed in conversa-
tions with Putin.

The Kremlin chose a 
non-standard way to force 
Ukraine to make peace. Mo-
bilisation was announced, 
which is partial only in words 
but in practice shocked the 
entire Russian society who 
was expecting victorious 
news from TV screens, not be-
ing ready to personally join 
the war and risk their lives 
and those of their loved ones.

At the same time, Putin 
“gave the go ahead” to speed 
up the accession of the occu-
pied territories to Russia. Ob-
viously, this cunning plan was 
supposed to turn the situation 
upside down, to strangely turn 
the war of aggression into a de-
fensive war, and therefore sup-
posedly a fair war. And since 
the threat to Russian territory 
prompts the use of all means of 
its protection, the question of 
using nuclear weapons was up 
in the air. Putin himself warned 
menacingly that “this is not a 
bluff.” In a losing position, the 
Russian leader decided to raise 
the stakes as much as possible 
and exacerbate the escalation 
even more.

The Ukrainian leadership re-
sponded with a public refusal in 
advance to deal with Putin and 
conduct any negotiations with 
him, as well as with a demonstra-
tive submission of an application 

to join NATO under an accelerated 
procedure. This is a rather symbolic 
step, but it has caused a real reac-
tion of support. The joint statement 
was made by nine leaders of Central 
and Eastern European countries: the 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lith-
uania, North Macedonia, Montene-
gro, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia. 
They spoke in favour of Ukraine’s 
Euro-Atlantic prospects and called 
on all the Alliance members to “sig-
nificantly increase military aid to 
Ukraine.” Canada expressed similar 
support.

Meanwhile, Russia has contin-
ued to raise the degree of escala-
tion. The Kremlin’s new approach 
to the war took visible shape on 10 
October when Ukraine experienced 
strikes on civilian infrastructure 
on a scale unprecedented since the 
beginning of the war. Energy fa-
cilities were hit by high-precision 
missile weapons and UAVs caus-
ing electricity supply problems in 
many regions across the country. 
The next day, the attack was re-
peated on a slightly smaller scale, 
and since then the energy sector 
has been suffering daily from the 
enemy’s attempts to destroy it. 
The goal is clear: the life of Ukrai-
nians during the upcoming cold 
season must become unbearable. 

Energy facilities 
were hit by high-
precision missile 
weapons and 
UAVs causing 
electricity supply 
problems in many 
regions across the 
country. The next 
day, the attack 
was repeated on 
a slightly smaller 
scale, and since 
then the energy 
sector has been 
suffering daily 
from the enemy’s 
attempts to 
destroy it. 
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Such actions have all the signs 
of a war crime as they are di-
rected against the civilian 
population.

Another point is the active 
involvement of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in the crimes of 
the Putin regime. Shahed-136 
Iranian kamikaze drones be-
came an important part of the 
massive attack on Ukraine. 
Renamed by the Russians as 
“Geran-2” and launched by 
dozens at once, they hit the 
population and civilian ob-
jects. In addition, Iran’s export 
of weapons of this type violates 
UN Resolution 2231. Although 
official representatives of IRI 
deny the fact of handing over 
UAVs to Russia, there is enough 
evidence to the contrary. Given 
Tehran’s close links with Is-
lamist terrorist groups, the risks 

of the use of kamikaze drones 
in other parts of the world are a 
very likely prospect that should 
be considered, primarily by Is-
raelis, but also by Europeans.

Eight months into the full-
scale war, the Ukrainian army 
has largely switched to the use of 
Western weapons. Large batch-
es of modern NATO-standard 
weapons have been ordered in 
advance, and the combat expe-
rience of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine has no equal. Ukraine, 
shielding Europe from the ag-
gression coming from the east, 
is already an important element 
of the unified European de-
fence. September and early Oc-
tober showed just how effective 
this element is becoming on 
the battlefield. At the moment 
when Ukraine–NATO relations 
will finally be formalised by 
full-fledged membership, its 
contribution to the security of 
Europe and the world will be 
even more significant.

It must be noted that Vladi-
mir Putin’s contribution to 
Europe’s rethinking of its se-
curity and Ukraine’s role in 
this security system is invalu-
able. Of course, nobody will 
thank him.
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In your opinion, how is 
Ukrainian civil society coping 
with the collective responsibil-
ity imposed on it by the Russian 
aggression? What manifesta-
tions of this responsibility 
have impressed you the most?

Since the restoration of our 
Independence, it is one of the 
first times we realised so pro-
foundly that Ukraine will live 
only if there is someone to de-
fend it. With weapons, at the 
cost of one’s own life, sacrific-
ing the most precious things.

Generally, the enemy un-
derestimated the Ukrainian 
society, which had undergone 
an even greater transforma-
tion than our government 
and army. And changes in so-
ciety are the source and guar-
antee of stability of changes 
in state institutions. The 
government and the army 
rely on free people, and this 
bond in Ukraine is insepa-
rable.

OLEKSII REZNIKOV, 
MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
OF UKRAINE: “Ukraine will 
live only if there is 
someone to defend it”
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Wars are waged 
by nations, not by 
armies. The trial 
of Russian hybrid 
aggression in 
2014 and large-
scale invasion 
in February 
2022 fell 
to our lot.
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Wars are waged by nations, 
not by armies. The trial of Rus-
sian hybrid aggression in 2014 
and large-scale invasion in Feb-
ruary 2022 fell to our lot.

Volunteers from the Maidan 
became the first obstacle to 
Russia nine years ago. In Feb-
ruary of this year, our men and 
women joined the Territorial 
Defence Forces, got involved 
in volunteering, provided ac-
commodation for internally 
displaced persons. The whole 
nation stood as one to defend 
Ukraine. 

This responsibility is 
manifested everywhere. 
Over this period, billions of 
hryvnias have already been 
transferred to the needs of 
the Armed Forces. People 
stand in lines to donate 
blood for wounded sol-
diers, host displaced peo-
ple from war-torn cities 
for free and, as they say, 
share all they have with 
them...

 

What have foreign activists 
already done, what can they do 
and what should they do to help 
Ukraine win? What exactly can 
activists and volunteers do 
for Ukraine in such a strate-
gic city as Brussels (from the 
standpoint of humanitarian 
aid, advocacy and rallies)?

First of all, I will talk about 
Brussels, which is the capital 
of NATO and the European 
Union. Important decisions 
are adopted there regard-
ing military and humanitar-
ian aid to Ukraine aimed at 
countering Russian aggres-
sion. Activists, volunteers 
and the society react very 
sensitively to the tone set 
by European and Euro-At-
lantic politicians.

OLEKSII REZNIKOV, 
MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
OF UKRAINE: “Ukraine will 
live only if there is 
someone to defend it”

In fact, in parallel with the 
help from governmental and 
non-governmental organisa-
tions, the Ukrainian people feel 
very strong support from foreign 
activists as well. A lion’s share of 
them is from the European conti-
nent and other partner countries 
to Ukraine. They gave shelter to 
millions of Ukrainians who were 
forced to leave their homes be-
cause of the war. Thousands of 
people in various cities in Eu-
rope and other countries of the 
world come to rallies to support 
Ukraine and condemn Russian 
aggression. Of course, we are 
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sincerely grateful to them for do-
ing this!

Are these facts a sign of sup-
port for our country? I believe 
they are. But to my mind this 
movement should become even 
more massive. People in Ukraine 
die from the hands of the Rus-
sians every day. It is necessary 
to remind people all over the 
world about the war crimes of 
the Kremlin regime even more 
loudly, to rouse the masses and 
the public and, by doing so, put 
pressure on the Russians. Be-
cause we are protecting not only 
ourselves, but also the values of 
the world democracy from the 
rashist onslaught.

Ukrainian activists often ask: 
what will be considered victory? 
When can we say exactly that 
we have won? Will the return of 
all territories be such a victory? 
Or the collapse of the Kremlin? 
Or accession to NATO?

The matter of complete victo-
ry over the Russian aggressors is 
absolutely clear and unambigu-
ous. The President of Ukraine 
has repeatedly emphasised: our 
country will be considered free 
when it restores its territorial 
integrity and sovereignty com-
pletely within internationally 
recognised borders as of 1991. 
I stress, as of 1991, not as of the 
morning of 24 February 2022.

When do you expect Ukraine 
to join NATO? What can activists 
do to help achieve this goal?

The matter of 
complete victory 
over the Russian 
aggressors is 
absolutely clear 
and unambiguous. 
The President 
of Ukraine has 
repeatedly 
emphasised: our 
country will be 
considered free 
when it restores its 
territorial integrity 
and sovereignty 
completely within 
internationally 
recognised
borders as of 1991.

De facto we have already paved 
our way to the Alliance and proved 
compatibility with its standards. In 
fact, we are allies for a long time 
already.

By the way, even during my 
appointment as the Minister of 
Defence, I clearly identified ac-
cession to NATO as one of the 
main priorities. We discussed it 
with our foreign partners, pre-
sented our arguments in favor 
of Ukraine joining the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. We 
were often told that this is im-
possible in the near future be-
cause Ukraine does not meet the 
specified criteria on the posses-
sion of the appropriate types of 
weapons.

When Russia’s full-scale 
invasion into Ukraine broke 
out, our partners helped us by 
searching for any Soviet weap-
ons: from ammo to weapon 
systems, Later, we managed 
to convince them that this 
was a bad story doctrinally: 
they were trying to help, as 
they believed, the “small So-
viet army” fight against the 
“big Soviet army.” The small 
one always loses. But we are 
not the Soviet army, we have 
become different during 
these eight years of hybrid 
war. We are de facto ready 
to be a NATO army. Today, 
we already have a consid-
erable number of foreign-
made types of 155mm ar-
tillery, ATGMs, MANPADS, 
MLRS systems, anti-ship 
and anti-radiation mis-
siles, modern UAVs, coun-
ter-battery systems and 
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Western armoured vehi-
cles. Our defences will be 
strengthened by modern 
air defence systems: NA-
SAMS and IRIS-T. That is, 
the hurdles to Ukraine’s 
path toward NATO are be-
ing removed. And we clear-
ly prove our partnership 
and interoperability with 
NATO on the battlefield, 
protecting not only our 
state but also the entire ci-
vilised world from Russian 
tyranny.

Should the Ukrainian 
civil society try to find a 
connection with the Rus-
sians (Russian opposition-
ists)?

First, the question whether 
there is a civil society and op-
position there should be an-
swered. Russian opposition 
often ends when the question 
“whom does Crimea belong 
to?” must be answered.

Some activists believe that 
there are no “good Russians.” 
How do you feel about this 
narrative?

Russian propaganda uses 
this term for its own ends. 
They say that if there are peo-
ple who publicly or silently do 
not support Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine, then the 
regime in Russia is supposedly 
not so dictatorial. And then the 
insidious Russian authorities 
use this narrative to soften sanc-
tions against the aggressor state 
and prevent it from being recog-
nised as a terrorist state. They 
say: why should the whole coun-
try be held accountable if there 
are famous Russian citizens who 
respect democratic freedoms 
and are opinion leaders?

After “partial mobilisation” 
was announced in Russia, more 
than 700,000 Russians fled the 
country. Is it positive or nega-
tive for us? What should the EU 
do with the so-called “Russian 
refugees”? What does this “mo-
bilisation” mean for the Rus-
sians themselves?

By the way, after partial mon-
bilisation was announced in 
Russia, I publicly addressed the 
Russians. I deliberately warned 
them not to face certain death 
for the illusory goals of the Rus-
sian dictator, not to shed their 
blood for his fantasies and false 
goals, and not to kill Ukrainians, 
many of whom not that long ago 
treated Russians as good neigh-
bours.

As for the fact that more than 
700,000 Russians have fled the 
country, I believe they had better 
express their position against mo-
bilisation in the squares of large 
cities. I know that there are peo-
ple among them who earlier ar-

As for the fact that more than 
700,000 Russians have fled the 

country, I believe they had better 
express their position against 

mobilisation in the squares 
of large cities.

dently supported the so-called “spe-
cial military operations.” Whether to 
grant them asylum or not is up to the 
people and leadership of the coun-
tries to which they arrive. 

How do you assess the risk of 
use of nuclear weapons? Is there 
an action plan for this case?

Of course, there is a risk that 
Russia may use nuclear weapons. 
Our partners from the USA and 
the UK are also talking about it. 
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White House, in particular from 
U.S. President Joe Biden.

Are the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine ready for winter? Does 
Ukrainian light industry hav 
enough capacity to provide win-
ter uniforms and equipment? 
Should foreign volunteers focus 
on this issue, or it is better to con-
centrate on something else?

Yes. Traditionally, the transition 
to winter uniform is done on 15 Oc-
tober. However, we started prepar-
ing the transition to winter clothes 
in advance back in summer. The 
first contracts were signed in June. 
We concluded agreements, kept add-
ing volume, and in the end ensured 
steady supplies. Today. I can state 
that the primary needs of our defend-
ers directly at the front lines, have 
been met. Next are the near front-line 
zones, areas distant from the frontline 
and the formation of reserves. Deliver-
ies are made every day. The command 
identified the provision of the front 

But I would not assess this risk as 
too high. The Russian leadership, 
represented by Putin, has been 
blackmailing the world with its 
nuclear baton for many years. 
But no one knows what the ac-
tual condition of this weapon is. 
Putin and his generals probably 
do not know it, too. Moreover, 
Russia’s nuclear potential end-
ed in 1997, and the last time 
they conducted nuclear weap-
ons tests was in the late 1990s. 
One should not be afraid of 
Putin and constantly give in to 
his threats. In addition, clear 
and tough signals about the 
devastating consequences for 
Russia in the event of the use 
of its nuclear potential are 
constantly coming from the 

Of course, there is 
a risk that Russia 
may use nuclear 

weapons. Our 
partners from the 

USA and the UK 
are also talking 

about it.
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as the number one prior-
ity. The command of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine 
distributes everything that 
arrives to the army logis-
tics warehouses according 
to priorities and ensures de-
liveries directly to the units. 
If someone at the front lines 
does not have a uniform now, 
there may be various reasons 
for that. The rhythm of the 
war makes its adjustments. 
After all, the key issue now is 
logistics. The logistics forces 
are doing really well and work-
ing wonders. It is not possible 
to predictably pack purchased 
goods into a warehouse and 
safely deliver them to the bri-
gades. Threats of strikes have 
not gone anywhere, so most 
of the work is done “from the 
wheels” to reduce the risk of 
losses. You cannot simply form 
convoys of trucks; you have to 
divide and hide them. Yes, there 
may be delays due to logistics. 
However, it is usually a matter of 
a few days.

When will we liberate our 
territories?

I do not presume to predict the 
date of the end of the war. But I 
have already said how it will end: 
with our victory and the restora-
tion of our borders as of 1991.

When our border guards stand 
along our borders, when the air 
carriers resume their operation 
because there is no longer any 
danger, then the war will be over.

As you can see, we have a 
very positive trend in this direc-
tion. As a result of the counter-
offensive of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine in the Kharkiv region 
alone, which began more than 
a month ago, we have liberated 
about 8,500 square kilometers of 
our territory. Today, we see prog-
ress in the South and the East. 
So, I repeat again: this war will 
end with the victory of Ukraine 
and the collapse of the empire.

The command 
identified the 

provision of 
the front as 
the number 
one priority. 

The command 
of the Armed 

Forces of Ukraine 
distributes 

everything that 
arrives to the 

army logistics 
warehouses 

according to 
priorities and 

ensures deliveries 
directly to the 

units.
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On 30 Sep-
t e m b e r , 
Ukraine ap-
plied to the 
North At-
lantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO) regarding 
the start of the negotiation pro-
cess on future membership in 
NATO. Ukrainian society has 
been preparing for this moment 
for many years. The Revolution 
of Dignity of 2014 finally deter-
mined Ukraine’s strategic course 
for joining NATO, which later, in 
February 2019, was enshrined in 
the Ukrainian Constitution.

All these years Ukraine has 
been undergoing a fundamental 
transformation: we have changed 

from a post-Soviet country to a 
stable democracy with strong in-
stitutions (the stability of which 
became apparent in the condi-
tions of Russia’s full-scale war). 
Ukraine’s integration into the 
Western world took place both 
on a deep level of shared values 
and on technical, or sectoral, 
level. At the same time, public 
support for Ukraine’s accession 
to the Alliance grew, and since 
the beginning of Russia’s full-
scale war, support has reached a 
historic high.

One of the criteria for the Al-
liance’s perception of Ukraine 
as “one of us” is the interoper-
ability of the military formations 
of Ukraine with those of the 
NATO Allies. Interoperability is 
achieved by implementing ap-
proaches, practices, principles 
and standards used by NATO 
Allies in the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine-NATO:  Defence Interoperability
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Ukraine (AFU) and other compo-
nents of the security and defence 
sector.

As of the end of 2021, some 
255 NATO standards and guid-
ance documents have been im-
plemented in Ukraine. And since 
24 February, the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine and other components of 
the security and defence sector 
have clearly demonstrated their 
interoperability with those of 
NATO member states in real time 
on the battlefield.

They also gain invaluable com-
bat experience, which is important 
for both Ukraine and the Allies. 
As British Secretary of State for 
Defence Ben Wallace said in an in-
terview with the Evening Standard 
on 12 October, Russia is no longer 
a superpower, and at every step the 
Russian Federation was overesti-
mated and Ukraine was underesti-
mated.

This article contains arguments 
why Ukraine is already a de facto 
part of NATO not only civilisational-
ly and politically, but also in military 
and security terms, using examples 
of the implementation of NATO ap-
proaches, practices, principles, and 
standards in various activities of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine and other 
components of the security and de-
fence sector. At the same time,  the 
steady assistance of the Allies in the 
process of reforming and training the 
Armed Forces is greatly appreciated, 
as well as the mobilisation of military 
support with the beginning of a full-
scale invasion.

 
Defence planning 

and budgeting

The Ministry of Defence imple-
ments the defence resource manage-
ment model in accordance with NATO 
approaches and principles. In Ukraine, 
a comprehensive review of the secu-
rity and defence sector regularly takes 
place, based on which the Strategic De-

fence Bulletin and other concep-
tual documents in the security 
and defence sector are devel-
oped. Based on the recommen-
dations of NATO experts, the fol-
lowing was developed: A Unified 
List (Catalog) of the capabilities 
of the Ministry of Defence, the 
AFU and other components of 
the state’s defence forces; Cata-
log of typical carriers of the ca-
pabilities of the AFU and other 
components of the defence 
forces. The Ministry of Defence 
has started another cycle of de-
fence planning based on data 
from the Unified List (Catalog) 
and the Catalog of typical car-
riers, taking into account real 
and potential military threats 
and the financial and econom-
ic capabilities of the state.

Defence governance 
and command and 

control

The system of defence gov-
ernance and command and 
control in the AFU has been 
transformed from the post-
Soviet model to the state-of-
the-art Euro-Atlantic one. 
Responsibilities between the 
Ministry of Defence and the 
General Staff are divided, the 
positions of the Chief of the 
General Staff and the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the AFU 
are separated.The structure 
of the General Staff of the 
AFU and operational-stra-
tegic and operational-level 
headquarters corresponds 
to the typical structures of 

The Main 
Situational Centre 

of Ukraine has 
been modernised 

in accordance 
with Euro-Atlantic 

practices. The 
centre processes 

big data volumes 
from all state 

and non-state 
databases, 

including from 
satellites and 

directly from the 
event locations. 

There is also 
a network of 

situational 
centres in the 

components of 
the security and 

defence sector.
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strategic-operational-level head-
quarters of the armies of NATO 
Allies: J-, G-, M-, A- structures.

The command and control 
bodies are divided by functional 
areas – command of the joint 
forces, support forces, medical 
forces, communications and cy-
ber defence forces, etc.

The force generation and 
force employment are clearly 
divided: the function of the 
force employment of is per-
formed by the Joint Forces 
Command of the AFU by anal-
ogy with the armies of the 
NATO Allies.

C4ISR components (Com-
mand and Control, Commu-
nications, Computers, Intel-
ligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance) are being 
implemented in the AFU. The 
Main Situational Centre of 
Ukraine has been modernised 
in accordance with Euro-At-
lantic practices. The centre 
processes big data volumes 
from all state and non-state 
databases, including from 
satellites and directly from 
the event locations. There is 
also a network of situational 
centres in the components 
of the security and defence 
sector.

Professionalisation 
and personnel 

management

The new military ranks 
of senior officers, privates 

and non-commissioned of-
ficers and their codification 
comply with the NATO STANAG 
2116. The reserve of candidates 
for promotion is formed accord-
ing to the rating principle based 
on the results of a comprehen-
sive assessment.

Staffing of the AFU with ser-
vicemen under contract is close 
to staffing in the armies of NATO 
Allies. In particular, military 
commissariats have been trans-
formed into territorial centres of 
recruitment and social support. 
Each of them has a recruiting and 
staffing department with contract 
military service selection officers.

Programs of professional mili-
tary education of non-commis-
sioned officers and officers of 
the AFU L1-L4 are formed in ac-
cordance with the principles and 
methodology of NATO. In particu-
lar, the courses involve studying the 
procedures for preparing and mak-
ing operational (Joint Operational 
Planning Process) and tactical (Mili-
tary Decision Making Process) deci-
sions according to NATO standards.

With the help of the NATO Al-
lies, the non-commissioned officers 
(NCO) corps was created - the back-
bone of the AFU and other com-
ponents of the defence forces, ac-
tive training of junior commanders 
- future military leaders - continues. 
NCO training centres have been es-
tablished in each service of the AFU.

Troops -training 

Since 2021, the training of the de-
fence forces has been taking place 
according to the NATO approaches, 
which means according to a single plan 
and under a single leadership. Based 
on NATO guidance documents, 13 doc-
trines and instructions on training and 
employment of the AFU and other com-
ponents of the defence forces have been 
developed; 50 new combat manuals of 

With the help 
of partners, 
Soviet samples 
of weapons 
and military 
equipment 
are gradually 
being replaced 
by samples 
of foreign 
production. 
Russian 
aggression 
against Ukraine 
gave a new, 
extremely 
powerful impetus 
to this process.
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services, separate branches of 
troops (forces) for the training 
and  employment of the AFU and 
other components of the defence 
forces have been developed and 
put into effect. The units of the 
AFU are evaluated and certified 
according to NATO practices: the 
first 11 military units of the com-
pany-brigade level have already 
been evaluated.

Weapons and military 
equipment

With the help of partners, 
Soviet samples of weapons and 
military equipment are gradually 
being replaced by samples of for-
eign production. Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine gave a new, 
extremely powerful impetus to 
this process.

Currently, Ukraine ranks sec-
ond in the world in terms of the 
number of modern anti-tank 
weapons of foreign production, 
the existing artillery equipment 

is being replaced by NATO mod-
els of 155 and 105 mm calibers, 
and the first air defence systems 
of the NASAMS (USA) and IRIS-T 
(Germany) types have arrived and 
more are expected to arrive in the 
near future. Negotiations on the 
provision of Ukraine with modern 
foreign-made aircraft are ongo-
ing. The defence forces use mod-
ern systems of communication 
and automation of the command 
and control, unmanned aerial ve-
hicles, armoured vehicles, etc.

In the medium term, it is ex-
pected that the main old Soviet 
models of weapons and military 
equipment will be completely re-
placed by NATO models.

Thus, the technological com-
patibility of the AFU and the 
components of the defence forc-
es with the military formations of 
the NATO Allies will be achieved.

Unified logistics system

In Ukraine, the first steps have 
been taken for the operation of 

In Ukraine, the 
first steps have 
been taken for 
the operation 

of a unified 
logistics system 

in accordance 
with the NATO 

approaches and 
principles.
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A single 
management 

body has been 
created in the 

AFU -  Medical 
Forces Command, 
to which medical 

institutions of 
the security and 

defence sector 
are subordinate. 

A four-level 
system of medical 

and evacuation 
measures based 

on the best 
practices of 

similar systems 
of NATO Allies 

has been 
implemented 

in the system of 
medical support 

of the AFU.
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a unified logistics system in accor-
dance with the NATO approaches 
and principles.

The structure of the military lo-
gistics command and control bod-
ies is functioning. A modern mod-
el of logistics support based on the 
principle of centralised supply of 
material resources has been devel-
oped. It includes creation of uni-
fied centres for the logistics pro-
vision according to the territorial 
principle.

Typical organisational and 
staffing structures of tactical level 
logistics have been introduced. 
The Host Nation Support Concept 
has been implemented. This is a 
necessary pre-condition for con-
ducting potential NATO opera-
tions (missions) in the territory 
of Ukraine.

During the sixth Ramstein-
format meeting on 12 October, 
Ukraine presented the results 
of ensuring control over weap-
ons received from international 
partners. According to Minis-
ter of Defence of Ukraine Olek-
sii Reznikov, NATO’s LOGFAS, 
along with other tools, is already 
working. LOGFAS allows the 
collection, processing, analysis 
and information distribution to 
support logistics operations.

Medical support

A single management body 
has been created in the AFU -  
Medical Forces Command, to 
which medical institutions of 
the security and defence sec-
tor are subordinate. A four-
level system of medical and 
evacuation measures based 
on the best practices of simi-

lar systems of NATO Allies has 
been implemented in the sys-
tem of medical support of the 
AFU.

In the field of medical reha-
bilitation in Ukraine, high-qual-
ity prosthetics services have be-
come available in recent years, 
thanks in part to the NATO Trust 
Fund on Medical Rehabilitation 
in Ukraine. Ukrainian prosthe-
tists were trained by foreign 
specialists in accordance with 
the internationally recognised 
standards of ISPO Category II. 
A training program for physi-
cal and rehabilitation medicine 
for Ukrainian doctors was cre-
ated based on the training pro-
gram of the European Council 
for Physical and Rehabilitation 
Medicine of the European Union 
of Medical Specialists. A num-
ber of institutions for the treat-
ment (rehabilitation) of veterans 
are equipped with the necessary 
medical equipment.
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The Wagner Group, 
also known as PMC 
Wagner: we hear 
this name in the 
news regarding bru-
tal mass murders, 

torture, destruction, and annihi-
lation of the civilian population 
in war zones. These unlawful acts 
can be traced back to the Kremlin’s 
orders, which PMC Wagner car-
ried out. But what is the Wagner 
Group? How did it come about? 
What ideology do its participants 
profess?

According to the group’s found-
er, Dmitry Utkin, whose own 
call sign is “Wagner,” a contract 
with PMC Wagner is a deal with 
the devil. Utkin openly calls the 
company a militarily structured 
criminal group. Unlike other 
PMCs in the world, PMC Wagner 
is not a registered legal entity. 
Moreover, its actions should be 
qualified as terrorism. Terror-
ism is the deliberate use of ter-
ror by means such as arson, 
murder, torture, taking hostag-
es, intimidating the population 
and authorities, or committing 
other encroachments on the 
lives or health of innocent peo-
ple. This is precisely what PMC 
“Wagner” does.

Kremlin’s establishment 
of private military 

companies 

The idea of creating private 
military companies (PMCs) was 
brought to Russia by Eeben Bar-
low, a former lieutenant general 
of the South African security forc-
es and founder of the world’s first 
legal private army, Executive Out-
comes. It is known that Barlow 
arrived in Russia in 2010 as a par-
ticipant in the St. Petersburg In-
ternational Economic Forum. In 
addition to giving an official ad-
dress, he privately presented the 
PMC concept to representatives 
of the General Staff of the Rus-
sian Defence Ministry, where he 
proposed forming private mili-
tary companies from retired mil-
itary personnel and contractors.

In 2011, the security firm Mo-
ran Security Group was regis-
tered in Russia. It was headed by 
Alexey Badikov. The firm was en-
gaged in protecting private ships 
from being captured by pirates 
because, at that time, this was 
an urgent issue in the Somali 
region. However, the firm was 
not successful: competition and 
ignorance of regional problems 
led to an arrest of the Moran Se-
curity Group’s crew onboard the 
Myre Seadiver in October 2012 
while in Nigeria.

Bashar al-Assad turned to Pu-
tin for help when an uprising 

and civil war broke out in Syria 
in 2012; protesters demanded the 
resignation of President Bashar 
al-Assad and an end to nearly 50 
years of one-party Ba’athist rule.

Russian PMC in Syria

When Bashar Assad appealed to 
Vladimir Putin for help in the war 
in Syria, the Kremlin decided to 
use the PMC as an instrument for 
covert assistance. To cover their 
actions, they made a contract with 
the Syrian Arab Republic’s Minis-
try of Oil and Mineral Resources to 

According to the 
group’s founder, 

Dmitry Utkin, 
whose own call 

sign is “Wagner,” 
a contract with 
PMC Wagner is 
a deal with the 

devil.
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protect facilities that produce, 
transport, and process Syrian 
oil. The Syrian ambassador to 
the Russian Federation, Riad 
Haddad, personally conducted 
all negotiations in Moscow with 
pro-Russian mercenaries and 
later signed a deal with Moran 
Security Group. Formally, the 
recruitment of mercenaries to 
Syria was carried out by Vadim 
Gusev, the deputy director of 
the Moran Security Group com-
pany, and Yevgeny Sidorov, the 
head of the personnel service. 
In 2013, Sidorov created the Sla-
vonic Corps PMC in Hong Kong, 
which recruited former mem-
bers of special forces, including 
the FSB, GRU, Airborne Forces, 
and Internal Troops of Russia. 
The indicated offshore PMC was 
a front for the Russian security 
company Moran Security Group.

The operation of the Slavonic 
Corps in Syria turned out to be a 
failure. After suffering heavy loss-
es from being caught in an am-
bush, the fighters of the Slavonic 
Corps managed to retreat under 
the cover of artillery and aircraft 
of the Syrian armed forces. One of 
the commanders, D.V. Utkin, call 
sign “Wagner,” former commander 
of the 700th separate special unit 
(military unit 75143) of the General 
Directorate of the Armed Forces 
of the Russian Federation, man-
aged to make a tactically correct 
retreat, thus saving the lives of his 
personnel. This was the only com-

bat encounter of the Slavonic Corps 
in Syria that did not turn into a grave 
for Russian mercenaries. Another 
group of personnel of the Slavonic 
Corps was saved from destruction by 
a dust storm. The (allegedly) retreat-
ing enemy was not pursued. More-
over, during their retreat, some of 
the mercenaries left personal be-
longings and documents, which fell 
into the hands of their enemy and 
became indisputable proof of the 
Russian adventure in Syria.

On 8 October 2013, the Russian 
government urgently sent two 
chartered vessels to Syria to take 
the mercenaries to Moscow. They 
were immediately met by FSB spe-
cial forces and arrested at the gate. 
Following this, in October of 2014, 
the Moscow City Court sentenced 
the company’s leaders, Vadim 
Gusev and Yevgeny Sidorov, to 
three years in prison for being 
mercenaries to hide the involve-
ment of the Russian authorities 
in the activities of the Slavonic 
Corps.

However, the Kremlin did not 
abandon the idea of PMC as an 
instrument of hybrid war. Thus, 
Utkin, under the personal num-
ber M-0209, headed a freelance 
unit created by Russian military 
intelligence. This unit became 
popularly known as PMC Wag-
ner, named after Utkin’s call 
sign.

PMC Wagner

Private military company 
Wagner is a term used by the 
media. In fact, legally, such 
a company does not exist. It 
has never been registered any-
where, is not part of the regu-
lar armed forces of Russia and 
has no legal status on Russia’s 
territory. Its fighters are not 

Private military 
company 

Wagner is a 
term used by 
the media. In 

fact, legally, 
such a company 

does not exist. 
It has never 

been registered 
anywhere, is 

not part of the 
regular armed 

forces of Russia 
and has no 

legal status on 
Russia’s territory.
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on the lists of personnel of any 
military unit of the Russian Fed-
eration, and PMC activities are 
formally prohibited in the Rus-
sian Federation. The first official 
source that mentions this unit is 
the 2017 US Department of the 
Treasury sanctions list, which 
includes PMC Wagner.

The military formation, 
called the Wagner Group, was 
created in 2014 on the basis of 
the above-mentioned organisa-
tion Slavonic Corps.

In the spring of 2014, PMC 
Wagner participated in the oc-
cupation of Crimea, and later 
their mercenaries fought in 
Luhansk and Syria on the side 
of the Russian Federation. All 
of them were equipped with 
armoured vehicles and heavy 
weapons. The owner of the 
military company is Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, a Russian oligarch 
and a confidant of Vladimir 
Putin. The Wagner Group 
is headed by Dmitry Utkin, 
call sign “Wagner,” a staunch 
supporter of Nazi ideology. 
Until 2013, Utkin was the 
commander of the 700th In-
dependent Special Forces 
Detachment of the 2nd Inde-
pendent Brigade of the GRU 
of the Russian Ministry of 
Defence. Members of PMC 
Wagner have repeatedly re-
ceived awards in Russia on 
the personal orders of Rus-
sian President, Vladimir Pu-
tin, although they were not 
officially published.

According to data from 
open sources, many fighters 
of PMC Wagner are follow-

ers of far-right, neo-Nazi ideol-
ogy.

A group of soldiers of PMC 
Wagner, led by a man in a Wehr-
macht cap. The faces of the 
mercenaries are covered, but 
the baldness and the shape of 
the ear that we can see in the 
photo suggest that this person 
could be Utkin.

Another “high-ranking” mil-
itant, a friend of Dmytro Ut-
kin, is Yan Petrovsky, deputy 
commander of the Task Force 
Rusich, a special-purpose 
unit. Task Force Rusich is a 
Russian neo-Nazi militarised 
group that has been actively 
involved in military opera-
tions in Ukraine and Syria. 
In a number of photographs 
taken during Petrovsky’s 

Photo of Utkin with Nazi tattoos

According to 
data from open 
sources, many 
fighters of PMC 
Wagner are 
followers of far-
right, neo-Nazi 
ideology.
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stay in Syria, he can be seen in 
the pose of a Nazi salute. These 
images were not only localised 
to determine Petrovsky’s exact 
location but also to identify 
him despite the blurry im-
age of his face in the photo-
graphs.

	  

The following photos are 
posted by the twin brothers 
Sirota S.V. and Sirota A.V., 
former employees of the Ka-
liningrad OMON. After serv-
ing in the Slavonic Corps in 
2014-2015, the Sirota brothers 
fought in Ukraine, and since 
2016 they repeatedly traveled 
to Syria and Sudan as part of 
the PMC Wagner, where they 
serve as a driver and gunner 
of the ATGM anti-tank platoon 
(1915 and M-1240 respectively). 
Not only do the brothers like to 
pose with Wagner’s grave cross-
es on their chests, but also, 
since their service in the Slavon-
ic Corps PMC, they openly wear 
equipment with the double-sig 
rune, a Nazi symbol.

 
 

This is a photo of a military 
vehicle belonging to the mer-
cenaries of PMC Wagner. It 
has the Othala rune painted on 
it, which was on the flag of the 
SS infantry during the Second 
World War.

The following 
photos are posted 
by the twin 
brothers Sirota S.V. 
and Sirota A.V., 
former employees 
of the Kaliningrad 
OMON. 

In a number of 
photographs 
taken during 

Petrovsky’s stay 
in Syria, he can 

be seen in the 
pose of a Nazi 

salute.
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Another frequently encoun-

tered rune, Tiwaz, is associated 
with war. In the SS, it was posi-
tioned as a battle rune (Kampf), 
symbolizing military command. 
We see this rune on a photo of 
Russian mercenaries taken in 
the Central African Republic 
(CAR):

 Below are photos from the 
conflict in Libya, where the 
mercenaries of PMC Wag-
ner left swastika signs and SS 
runes, as well as other symbols 
of hatred in the territory they 
controlled. The inscription on 
the wall reads in Russian: “I 
see mosques on Russian land, 
but I would rather see them in 
hellfire.” 14/88 is a combina-
tion of two symbols of hatred 
associated with the Nazis: the 
first symbol is 14 (shorthand 
for the “14 words” slogan: “We 
must secure the existence of 
our people and a future for 
white children,” and the sec-
ond is 88 (stands for Heil Hit-
ler). These signs were left by 
Russian mercenaries in the 
suburbs of Tripoli.

 

Having started its journey in 
2014 during the Russian aggres-
sion in the east of Ukraine, the 
Wagner Group has shown itself 
to be an effective means of re-
alising the hybrid expansion 
of the Kremlin. The company’s 
presence quickly spread to the 
Middle East, Africa, and even 
South America, with the Krem-
lin encouraging its militants 
to have complete freedom of 
action. A few years ago, the 
media repeatedly published 
footage of the Wagner Group 
beating people to death with 
sledgehammers, as well as be-
heading and burning people 
alive. However, at that time, 
these facts did not convince 
the world to recognise the 
Wagner Group as a terrorist 
organisation and Russia as a 
sponsor of terrorism. Now, 
this neo-Nazi group advo-
cates for the torture of Ukrai-
nian prisoners, including 
the “removal of body parts.”

Having started 
its journey in 
2014 during 
the Russian 
aggression in the 
east of Ukraine, 
the Wagner 
Group has shown 
itself to be an 
effective means 
of realising the 
hybrid expansion 
of the Kremlin. 
The company’s 
presence quickly 
spread to the 
Middle East, 
Africa, and even 
South America, 
with the Kremlin 
encouraging its 
militants to have 
complete freedom 
of action.
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Militants of this organisation 
are accused of many murders 
and war crimes on the territory 
of foreign countries: Ukraine, 
Syria, Sudan, Libya, Mali, and 
the Central African Republic 
(CAR).

Four years ago, journalists 
Orkhan Jemal, Kirill Radchen-
ko, and Oleksandr Rastorguev 
were killed in the Central Af-
rican Republic after traveling 
there to investigate the activi-
ties of PMC Wagner. They were 
followed from the moment 
they arrived in the CAR, then 
shot on the road between the 
cities of Sibut and Kaga-Ban-
doro.

In Mali, on the 5 March 
2022, the Wagner Group ar-
rived in a village and, accord-
ing to eyewitnesses, gathered 
adult men and teenagers, 
tied their hands behind their 
backs, and blindfolded them. 
The people captured were 
both residents of the village 
and others who came from 
outside settlements to get 
water. The soldiers blocked 
women and children while 
they looted houses in the 
village. After that, they beat 
the bound men with ba-
tons. Then they abducted 
more than 30 people. The 
next day, their bodies were 
found four kilometers from 
the village having been shot 
and burned.

Today, PMC Wagner con-
tinues its terrorist activities 
on the territory of Ukraine: 
the explosions in Oleniv-
ka, which led to the mass 
death of Ukrainian defend-
ers, are undoubtedly acts 
of terrorism. According 
to available information, 
this act was carried out by 

mercenaries from PMC Wagner 
under the personal command of 
Wagner Group’s nominal owner: 
Yevgeny Prigozhin.

During the storming of the 
Vuhlehirs’ka Tes powerplant in 
the Donetsk region, PMC Wag-
ner militants dressed up as 
Ukrainian servicemen, which 
violated Article 23 of the Hague 
Convention on the Laws and 
Customs of War. They con-
firmed this when they them-
selves posted a video on the 
Internet, which clearly shows 
their combatant dressed in the 
uniform of a Ukrainian soldier.

The nuclear blackmail of 
the whole world is connected 
to the Russian seizure of the 
Zaporizhzhya NPP, in which 
the Wagner group was also in-
volved. The Russian command 
gave the order to mine the 
nuclear power plant, but the 
Russian Armed Forces service 
members refused to carry out 
the order. Representatives of 
the “Rosgvardiya,” despite the 
loud statements of the lead-
ership, also hesitated after 
apparently realising that the 
consequences of their ac-
tions could lead to a nuclear 
disaster that would surpass 
Chornobyl in terms of scale. 
The Wagner Group’s fight-
ers were then brought in to 
carry out the order; they ful-
filled it without hesitation.

A significant number of 
Russian mercenaries serv-
ing in PMC Wagner are 
known for their involve-
ment in war crimes around 
the world while adhering 
to Nazi, chauvinistic views, 
and thus their actions 
clearly fall under the defi-
nition of terrorism.

Today, PMC 
Wagner continues 

its terrorist 
activities on 

the territory of 
Ukraine: the 

explosions in 
Olenivka, which 
led to the mass 

death of Ukrainian 
defenders, are 

undoubtedly 
acts of terrorism. 

According 
to available 

information, this 
act was carried out 

by mercenaries 
from PMC Wagner 

under the personal 
command of 

Wagner Group’s 
nominal owner: 

Yevgeny Prigozhin.
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Where is China in 
the war of Russia 
against Ukraine?
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Russia’s un-
s u c c e s s f u l 
blitzkrieg in 
Ukraine turned 
into a long-term 
test not only for 

the armies but the economies of 
the two countries as well. The 
Russians have been building up 
a financial cushion for decades 
through oil and gas exports, so 
the advantage was on their side. 
But anti-Russian sanctions and 
support for Ukraine provided by 
the European Union, the United 
States, and other Western coun-
tries made it possible to alter the 
course of the “war of attrition.”

However, the question re-
mained: “Whose side is China 
on?” An answer to that may has-
ten the end of the war. So far, the 
Chinese authorities remain silent 
and adhere to formal neutrality, 
which is perceived as supporting 
the aggressor state. At the same 
time, Chinese state propaganda 
promotes the narrative of Russia’s 
rightness inside the country and 

STEPAN NAZARENKO,
A UKRAINIAN
JOURNALIST,
PUBLICIST,
VOLUNTEER
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abroad. In particular, all pro-
Ukrainian posts have been re-
moved from Chinese social net-
works, and Chinese media sent 
journalists to work among Rus-
sian troops in Ukraine.

Eastern ‘neutrality’

Not giving a definite answer 
is a tradition of the PRC, asso-
ciated with the peculiarities of 
Eastern diplomacy. But it rais-
es concern as it can indicate 
insecurity or hidden support 
for the aggressor.

It is difficult to see China 
as a state that is not confi-
dent in its strength. It is the 
world’s second largest econo-
my, which has long outgrown 
the status of a world factory 
of consumer goods. It has a 
powerful industry and a de-
veloped military-industrial 
complex that produces a 
wide range of products, from 
small arms and armoured 
vehicles to aircraft carriers 
and jet aircraft that could 
come in handy for Russian 
dictator Vladimir Putin.

That is why it is very important 
to get a clear position from the 
People’s Republic of China regard-
ing Russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine. Otherwise, its “neutrality” 
will always have the “taste” of sup-
porting dictator Putin.

It is only worth mentioning that 
when Russia vetoed the UN Securi-
ty Council resolution condemning 
Moscow’s attempted annexation of 
a part of Ukraine on 30 September, 
China was not among the 10 Secu-
rity Council member states that 
supported the document. China, 
along with India, Brazil and Ga-
bon, abstained, creating the illu-
sion of multi-vector world order. 
This adds nervousness to the geo-
political situation and creates a 
wave of rumours and fakes that 
affect China’s international repu-
tation.

Causes of indecision

This indecision is usually as-
sociated with several application 
goals. The first is China’s ambi-
tions related to Taiwan, a partial-
ly recognised state that enjoys a 
lot of Western support. China, 
which considers this island as 
its part, might explore the “red 
lines” that the collective West 
can forgive in case of a full-scale 
invasion of Taiwan, using the 

It is difficult to see China as a state that is 
not confident in its strength. It is the world’s 

second largest economy, which has long 
outgrown the status of a world factory of 

consumer goods.
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At the end of 
March, the 23rd 

EU-China Summit 
was held, at which 
EU leaders tried to 

convince Beijing 
not to support 

Russia in its war 
against Ukraine. 

“We count on 
China’s support to 

achieve a lasting 
ceasefire, to stop 
the unjustifiable 
war and address 

the dramatic 
humanitarian 

crisis it has 
generated,” said 

European Council 
President 

Charles Michel.

This is the usual pragmatism 
as Russia gives big discounts on 
its industrial products and en-
ergy. However, cooperation with 
Russian companies is almost a 
direct financing of the Russian 
military machine.

It is noteworthy that the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China does 
not even transfer the obtained 
profits for solving humanitar-
ian problems, although point-
ing to them. At the UN Security 
Council meeting on 7 Septem-
ber, China’s Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the United 
Nations Geng Shuang stated 
that the international commu-
nity should continue to pro-
vide support to Ukraine and 
neighbouring countries.

But these are just words. As 
of September, it is known only 
about the assistance provided 
by the PRC back in March. 
These are two tranches worth 
$2.36 million – figures incom-
parable to Ukraine’s support 
obtained from the G7 or the 
size of the Chinese economy.

European pressure

At the end of March, the 
23rd EU-China Summit was 
held, at which EU leaders 
tried to convince Beijing 
not to support Russia in its 
war against Ukraine. “We 
count on China’s support to 
achieve a lasting ceasefire, 
to stop the unjustifiable war 
and address the dramatic 
humanitarian crisis it has 
generated,” said European 
Council President Charles 
Michel.

example of the Russian-
Ukrainian war. However, 
the West has determina-
tion, as we all remember, 
the August visit of Ameri-
can top politician Nancy 
Pelosi to the island despite 
threats from the PRC.

The second is the 20th 
Congress of the Chinese 
Communist Party in Octo-
ber 2022, at which the new 
General Secretary of the 
Communist Party will be 
elected. Usually, the antici-
pation of such events also 
does not promote drastic 
statements.

The third reason for the 
chosen “neutrality” is the de-
sire to make a profit at the ex-
pense of a weakening neigh-
bour.

Just business and 
humanitarian issue

The EU, the USA, and other 
G7 countries have been active-
ly implementing anti-Russian 
sanctions since 24 February 
2022. However, China remains 
among those still keeping its 
economy open to Russia. The 
country increases purchases 
of Russian oil, imports gas and 
rolled metal, and sells its goods 
to Russians.
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Ukraine also has 
personal reasons 
for the PRC’s 
more favourable 
attitude as 
Chinese industry 
and the military-
industrial 
complex 
developed in 
partnership with 
our state.

The six months that have 
passed since that meeting have 
not changed the behaviour of 
Russia and dictator Vladimir 
Putin. Statements and actions 
crossed all the lines of interna-
tional law and are aimed only at 
the escalation of events.

Therefore, it is possible that 
the EU should initiate another 
meeting with China and find 
more convincing arguments for 
Chinese political leaders.

Personal issues

Ukraine also has personal 
reasons for the PRC’s more fa-
vourable attitude as Chinese 
industry and the military-in-
dustrial complex developed in 
partnership with our state.

For several decades, Ukrai-
nian metallurgists have been 
supplying China with rolled 
metal and iron ore, which has 
enabled this eastern country 
to become the world’s largest 
steel producer and exporter.

No less interesting is the 
military cooperation be-
tween the People’s Republic 
of China and Ukraine, all 
the features of which are 
unlikely to be made public 
in the near future. But it is 
impossible not to notice 
certain events.

Note that during the dialogue 
between the EU and China, the 
latter simply repeated the nar-
ratives of Russian propaganda, 
blaming NATO for Russia’s ac-
tions. Meanwhile, the PRC’s 
non-compliance with sanctions 
against Russia emphasises the 
PRC’s disrespect for interna-
tional problems, EU norms and 
institutions.

By the way, China has not 
yet provided open military sup-
port to the Russians officially. 
However, there are other ways 
to help the aggressor. It is the 
already mentioned disregard 
for sanctions and vote in the 
UN that creates a “diversity 
of opinions” beneficial to the 
Russians.

“No European citizen would 
understand any support to 
Russia’s ability to wage war. 
Moreover, it would lead to a 
major reputational damage 
for China here in Europe,” 
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen 
warned in March.

However, there were no 
joint statements or decisions 
made following the Sum-
mit. In the final press release 
by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of China, the war 
in Ukraine was called the 
“Ukrainian crisis,” while the 
Russian-invented wording 
“special military operation” 
was also not used. China’s 
Communist Party leader Xi 
Jinping called for “peace ne-
gotiations.”



34

On 17 June, the third Chi-
nese aircraft carrier Fujian 
was launched in Shanghai, 
which became yet another 
demonstration of China’s 
military capabilities. There-
fore, it is worth recalling the 
role of Ukraine in the devel-
opment of this area of the 
naval forces of the People’s 
Republic of China. The first 
Chinese aircraft carrier Lia-
oning was built in Mykolaiv, 
Ukraine, and sold unfinished 
to China in 1998. Its design 
became the basis for the cre-
ation of the second and third 
Chinese aircraft carriers.

There are other examples in 
which the role of the PRC was 
clearer. In 2020, China became 
the major buyer of Ukrainian 
grain. That is, Ukraine became 
one of the guarantors of food 
security of the Celestial Em-
pire. But this year, the export of 
agricultural products stopped 
due to Russian aggression and 
the blockade of Black Sea ports. 
This might have been a painful 
blow to the PRC because for-
eign minister Wang Yi called for 
“promoting a ceasefire as soon 
as possible to ensure a green 
corridor for grain exports” as 
early as May. At the end of July, 
the “grain corridor” started to 
work.

Against this background, Chi-
na’s promise to provide Ukraine 
with $790,000 in aid looks ridicu-
lous given the size of its economy 
and great power rhetoric. The 
stark contrast to China’s “bound-
less” partnership with Russia 
could not be clearer.

It appears that while Ukraine 
helped the PRC build a modern 
army, including the PRC’s first air-
craft carrier and air-launched cruise 
missiles, when the war broke out, 
China chose Russia.

The active stance of the People’s 
Republic of China instead of “neu-
trality” could have allowed solving 
the complicated geopolitical situa-
tion with Ukraine at the core. At the 
same time, China’s turning a blind 
eye to Russia’s flagrant violations 
of international law, disrespect for 
the principles of territorial integ-
rity and sovereignty, undermines 
the world order, its existing norms 
and rules. The question arises: 
“Will China support Russia’s inva-
sion of other world countries?”

The active stance 
of the People’s 
Republic of 
China instead 
of “neutrality” 
could have 
allowed solving 
the complicated 
geopolitical 
situation with 
Ukraine at the 
core. At the same 
time, China’s 
turning a blind 
eye to Russia’s 
flagrant violations 
of international 
law, disrespect for 
the principles of 
territorial integrity 
and sovereignty, 
undermines the 
world order, its 
existing norms 
and rules.
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“Candidate status to 
Ukraine was the best 
decision that the EU 
could have taken” - 
EP President Roberta 
Metsola

How did you first learn about 
Ukraine? At what age? How was 
it? What were your first impres-
sions? Can you describe this 
moment? 

I seem to remember that the 
first time I heard about Ukraine 
was, like many, during a geogra-
phy lesson at school. Back then, I 
would have never imagined that 
Ukraine and its people would one 
day represent the embodiment of 
the fight for democratic values in 
the European Union. The first 
time I visited Ukraine was on 1 
April this year. It was then that I 

made a promise to President Zel-
enskyy to return with my family 
once Ukraine has won the war. 

How did you learn about the 
beginning of the full-scale war? 
What were your first thoughts 
and actions (did you anticipate 
it)? How was this day in the Eu-
ropean Parliament different 
from others? Have you noticed 
the consolidation of forces 
around the Ukrainian issue? 
Perhaps some pro-Russian poli-
ticians have moved to the side 
of Ukraine?

I will never forget 24 Febru-
ary 2022. It is a date that will be 
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etched in my mind forever. It was 
with shock and incredulity that I 
heard the news of the attack on 
Ukraine. Although some coun-
tries - the Baltics, Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Finland - had 
been warning us for some time, 
we did not foresee what Putin 
was truly capable of. That is why 
from the moment Putin’s tanks 
rolled into the territory of inde-
pendent and sovereign Ukraine, 
we immediately changed our way 
of relating to Russia and called 
for the strongest sanctions pos-
sible. It was clear to us that the 
European Parliament’s position 
on this had to be firm: to stand 
with Ukraine. 

But this date will also remain 
marked in my memory because 
of the unprecedented display of 
European unity. In the face of 
adversity, our Europe has grown 
stronger than ever. And we are 
ready to go further still to defend 
our values, the same values for 
which the Ukrainian people are 
fighting for. 

The Ukrainian flags hang-
ing near the EU Parliament for 
a week were an unprecedented 
case when the flags of one state 
took the place of all others. 
Whose idea was it, and was it 
challenging to find support?

The European Parliament, 
over which I have the responsibil-
ity of presiding, wanted to make 
it clear that the European Union 
firmly supports Ukraine with a 
strong image of unity. It was also 
important for us to show that our 
promises of hope and our politi-
cal support can also result in tan-
gible outcomes, outcomes like 
military and financial assistance 
that have helped and continue to 
be helping our Ukrainian friends 
on the ground.

In your view, what is the main 
challenge Ukraine will face on 
its path to becoming an EU mem-
ber? How can we overcome it? 

Granting candidate status to 
Ukraine was the best decision 
that the European Union could 
have taken. It has not only giv-
en hope to Ukrainians but more 
tangibly, it will provide Ukraine 
with momentum for reforms and 
access to EU programmes. Of 
course, accession remains a mer-
it-based and structured process 
and each country has its own 
course, so Ukraine will have to 
work hard to fulfil all the criteria 
and implement all the reforms 
necessary to first start the ne-
gotiations and ultimately to be-
come a fully-fledged EU Member 
State. I have a lot of confidence 
in the Ukrainian government 
and believe that it is firmly on 
the right track. If the pace with 
which Ukraine answered all the 
questions required before being 
granted candidate status is any-
thing to go by, then you are going 
to beat every record on the way.

I will never 
forget 24 
February 2022. 
It is a date that 
will be etched 
in my mind 
forever. It was 
with shock and 
incredulity that I 
heard the news 
of the attack on 
Ukraine. 
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What can civil soci-
ety organisations outside 
of Ukraine do to help the 
country win this war and re-
build?

First and foremost, I believe 
that the role of civil society 
is to continue advocating for 
maintaining EU solidarity and 
generosity vis-à-vis Ukraine. 
Our members and their nation-
al organisations were, and con-
tinue to be, on the frontline for 
helping refugees from Ukraine. 

We, as a Committee, are dedicated 
to strengthening cooperation and 
exchanges with Ukrainian civil 
society organisations. These con-
tacts and partnerships will be of 
crucial importance for the recon-
struction of Ukraine. 

Let me emphasise that the re-
building processes should be sus-
tainable, transparent and based 
on the latest green and digital 
technologies. They need to be 
seen as an opportunity to create 
equal chances for all. And why 
not design a Ukrainian Green 
Deal on the basis of the Europe-
an Green Deal? The reconstruc-
tion must be a common effort 
by the Ukrainian administration 
and civil society. Ukraine is truly 
lucky to have a vibrant and very 
competent civil society, which 
has gained invaluable expertise 
and know-how over the past 
three decades. 

We stand ready to share our 
experience and knowledge. Some 
of our Member States have very 
recent experience with post-war 
recovery, and their expertise and 
lessons learnt will certainly be of 
great value. It will be a colossal 
challenge for your country, but 
also for Europe, and it will re-
quire the genuine involvement 
of civil society. We believe that 
civil society organisations need 
to be included in the design and 
monitoring of the reconstruction 
efforts, also to ensure that these 

“No war fatigue to 
be allowed” – EESC 
president  Christa 
Schweng
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efforts are made in line with 
EU legislation.

In the circles of the EESC, 
do you feel the fading of at-
tention in six months? 

Let me be very clear – 
and to echo President Von 
der Leyen in her State of the 
Union speech given in mid-
September – we simply can-
not and we will not allow for 
any solidarity fatigue or war 
fatigue. This is not exclusively 
about Ukraine, this is about all 
of us; our security, democra-
cy, freedom and fundamental 
rights. This is about our future. 

At the Committee, but also 
in more informal settings, it 
seems almost impossible to 
hold any debate without touch-
ing upon Ukraine, be it in rela-
tion to energy or food security, 
of course, but also with regard to 
the environment, social and eco-
nomic issues, internal market… 
you name it. 

In July, the EESC organised a 
conference in Krakow on relief and 
reconstruction of Ukraine and its 
European perspective. The event 
brought together up to 200 stake-
holders representing Ukrainian 
and European civil society, local 
and national authorities, to dis-
cuss activities supporting people 
fleeing the war and to begin re-
flecting on how to better support 
the work of civil society organisa-
tions once the war is finally over. 

The Committee maintains 
regular exchanges in the frame-
work of the established channels, 
namely the EU-Ukraine civil so-
ciety platform and domestic ad-
visory group. Our members and 
their organisations are continu-
ing their activities in support of 
Ukraine either at the level of their 
respective Member States or at 
European level.

Let me reassure you – Ukraine 
is constantly present in our 
thoughts, in our exchanges, and 
in our hearts.

How did your feelings and 
predictions about this war 
evolve in six months?

Like everyone else, I will nev-
er forget that terrible morning 
of 24 February. What had been 
unimaginable became a reality – 
there was a war in Europe. It was 
a plenary day in our Committee. 
We changed the agenda imme-
diately to have a first debate on 
what had just happened. As you 

First and 
foremost, I believe 
that the role 
of civil society 
is to continue 
advocating for 
maintaining EU 
solidarity and 
generosity vis-à-
vis Ukraine. 
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can imagine, it was very emotion-
al…and it has remained like that 
ever since. 

At the beginning, we were 
scared, we were speechless, even 
lost. But very quickly, these feel-
ings turned into ideas, plans and 
actions. No one wanted to be 
idle, be it on a personal or insti-
tutional level. Since the very first 
day, we condemned the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine in 
the strongest possible terms, we 
adopted two unequivocal reso-
lutions, we provided space for 
Ukrainian civil society organi-
sations, including yours, on our 

premises. We reached out to 
our partner organisations in 
Ukraine, we organised events 
and a high-level conference 
on Ukraine, and much more. 

Today, we are hopeful, in-
spired by your extraordinary 
courage, and determined. We 
are looking to the future, to 
our common future because 
now, Ukraine is an EU candi-
date country. 

Which stories of EU-
Ukraine cooperation inspired 
you the most since the start of 
the full-scale war?

It is very difficult to pick 
just a few. Every day, we are 
witnessing incredible stories, 
some of them break our hearts, 
others warm them. During the 
first days and weeks of the war, 
we were all amazed by the im-
mense solidarity shown by ordi-
nary people, who, very often, did 
not hesitate to hand over keys to 

Today, we are hopeful, 
inspired by your 

extraordinary courage, and 
determined. We are looking 

to the future, to our common 
future because now, Ukraine 

is an EU candidate country. 

their houses to people they had 
never met before. Ukrainian 
children mingled with ours in 
schools and in playgrounds, 
their mothers were given jobs 
and became our colleagues or 
attended training sessions to 
help them integrate into the EU 
labour market faster.

But to be more concrete, dur-
ing my trip to Krakow, which I 
already mentioned, I had the 
privilege to meet Polish women 
scouts, who, since the very first 
day of the war, have been put-
ting their own jobs, personal 
comfort and sometimes even 
their families on the side to help 
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Ukrainians arriving in Po-
land. They have worked tire-
lessly, no longer counting all 
the sleepless nights they have 
had to endure since February. 
Their testimonies were truly 
inspiring – full of unimagina-
ble suffering on the one hand, 
but bursting with hope on the 
other. Encounters like that fill 
me with the conviction that hu-
manity will prevail and that this 
terrible war will soon be over.

What new things can Ukrai-
nians bring into the European 
family?

I think we do not emphasise 
enough all the added value that 

Ukraine would bring. Not 
only do we share the same 
history, ideals and aspira-
tions, but we will simply be 
stronger with Ukraine than 
without her. Your compatriots 
are proving on a daily basis 
their incredible heroism and 
determination. I have said it 
countless times and I will re-
peat it once more: Ukraine is 
fighting for us, for everything 
we believe in. 

With Ukraine, our European 
family will be enriched with 
courageous people, their cul-
ture, traditions and historical 
experience, but also with their 
delicious cuisine, outstand-
ing athletes, brilliant youth, 
vibrant civil society, and much 
more.

With Ukraine, our European family 
will be enriched with courageous 

people, their culture, traditions and 
historical experience, but also with 
their delicious cuisine, outstanding 

athletes, brilliant youth, vibrant civil 
society, and much more.
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Strike a 
pause

More and 
more often 
Ukrainians 
hear the 
suggestion 
to sacrifice 

territories to Russia in a deal to 
secure peace in Europe. These 
suggestions frequently come 
from the far left and far right 
of the political spectrum, 
despite the fact that none of 
these politicians have ever 
been to Ukraine and thus 
can hardly begin to under-
stand the reality of the cur-
rent situation. 

At the same time, Ukrai-
nian culture is blamed for 
being too anti-Russian and 
too nationalist. It seems 
there is a huge void in un-
derstanding how Ukrai-
nian culture enables 
millions of Ukrainians 

Danylo Poliluev-
Schmidt, Cultural 
columnist for the 
project “Ukraine 
in Deutschland,” 
Decision board 
member of the NGO 
IWEK e.V., activist, 
Podcast creator 
“Aliarmia? Zmova? 
Znevira?” and 
blogger Berlin, 
Germany

“The freedom has a name.
 Its name is Ukraine. 
And the Ukrainian flag is the 
flag of freedom today.” 

Ursula von der Leyen 
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to survive the ongoing atroci-
ties and horrors of the Russian 
occupation. Ukrainian culture 
produces tremendous resil-
ience and an eagerness to live, 
to win, and to create. There is 
no doubt that Ukrainian cul-
ture, the Ukrainian people, and 
the Ukrainian government are 
tightly connected to one anoth-
er. They are in a symbiotic rela-
tionship, where everyone both 
gains and gives, even if this 
sometimes comes in the form 
of harsh criticism or demands 
to be better. 

With this point in mind, I 
would like to turn to the ques-
tion of double standards in the 
Russian war against Ukraine. 

In the book “Talking to Ukrai-
nians. An outsider’s perspec-
tive” from Alexander Fontaine, I 
found an interesting statement: 
“I understand that what I wrote 
will be criticised. I want to clari-
fy that any negative comment on 
the Russian Federation is by no 
means a criticism of Russians 
as a people.” When the Russian 
Federation is distinguished 
from its people – who, after all, 
built and constructed Putin’s 
regime, fed its corruption, and 
went down the path of author-
itarianism – all responsibility 
is taken away from the real ex-
ecutors: the people of Russia. 
Furthermore, this distinction 
also obscures a real danger. 
Weaponised culture kills as 
effectively as a precise gun. 
Each time Russian culture 
is used as an example of the 
“mysterious Russian soul,” it 
causes irreversible damage 
to the realm, where we live. 
It sows the grain of doubt: if 
Russia really is so powerful, 
how can it ever be defeated? 
It is also used to justify im-
perialist, genocidal behav-
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iour towards 
its neighbours. 
Finally, it skews, and 
may even destroy, our sense 
of orientation in reality. 
Some time ago, the Ukraini-
an historian Yaroslav Hrytsak 
claimed in “Ukraïner” that 
during the initial days of the 
full-scale Russian invasion in 
Ukraine, he received a mes-
sage from a fellow professor 
who had fallen in love with 
Russian culture after hear-
ing the first notes of Tschai-
kowsky’s musical works. He fell 
in love enough to even make it 
the subject of his studies. Well, 
the message he sent to Yaroslav 
Hrytsak said: “I hope that Putin 
will conquer you soon and ev-
erything will be normal again.” 
Yaroslav Hrytsak mentioned 
that his fellow scientist doesn’t 
understand that Russian culture 
is something bad. For people 
who never experienced Russian 
or Soviet occupation, Prof. Hryt-
sak’s words may sound harsh. 
However, Mr. Hrytsak isn’t alone 

in his 
i n t e r -

p re t a t i o n s 
of and feelings 

toward Russian culture. 
It is a very common pattern 
among Eastern Europeans, and 
especially Ukrainians, who suf-
fered under Russian and Soviet 
occupation or Russian-imposed 
regimes. The victims often lived 
through cultural oppression 
and linguicide or genocide, like 
Holodomor of 1932-33. Tsarist, 
Soviet, or today’s Russian culture 
make Ukrainians feel disgust 
or even hatred. The often-over-
looked deadly shots from Rus-
sian culture can be illustrated by 
three world-renowned Russian 
poets, writers, and essayists: Bul-
gakov, Solzhenitsyn, and Brodsky. 
And, unfortunately, there are far 
more examples. Russian culture 
developed under the tsarist and 

Tsarist, Soviet, or 
today’s Russian 

culture make 
Ukrainians feel 
disgust or even 

hatred. The 
often-overlooked 

deadly shots from 
Russian culture 

can be illustrated 
by three world-

renowned 
Russian poets, 

writers, and 
essayists: 

Bulgakov, 
Solzhenitsyn, and 

Brodsky.
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later the red terror, a period 
characterised by the mass 
murder of Ukrainian intelli-
gence officers and the exter-
mination of Ukrainian elites, 
a process which continued 
until the dissolution of the 
USSR. 

All three writers were 
caught up in an enormous 
Ukrainophobic narrative, yet 
none of them have been can-
celled. Bulgakov, in his “White 
Guard,” “Notes About Kyiv,” 
and “The Days of the Turbins.” 
writes that the Ukrainian lan-
guage is disgusting and that it 
is just a made-up language of 
non-educated people. Further, 
he argues that Ukrainian inde-
pendence was just a historical 
mistake. Overall, he wants the 
“madness” of of Ukrainization 

and state-building to stop 
as fast as possible and ev-
erything possible to be 
done to rebuild the Russian 
empire. 

Solzhenitsyn, a Nobel Prize 
winner, has a more diligent 
strategy and in his “Rebuild-
ing Russia” essays, he gives nu-
merous hints arguing against 
Ukrainian independence. He 
projects his opinion that the 
Ukrainization of the 1920s was a 
huge mistake and that the Ukrai-
nian language was created by the 

Solzhenitsyn, a Nobel Prize winner, 
has a more diligent strategy and 
in his “Rebuilding Russia” essays, 
he gives numerous hints arguing 
against Ukrainian independence. 

Demonstration of Promote Ukraine against the Russian season 
at the Brussels’ theatre La Monnaie in September 2022
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Austrian-Hungarian Empire and 
the Germans as a weapon against 
“Great Russia.” Also, Solzhenit-
syn seriously questions the ter-
ritorial integrity of Ukraine. He 
would rather see Ukraine di-
vided up into several parts or, 
better yet, just becoming a part 
of the “Great Russian Land.” It 
becomes even more terrifying 
when the Nobel Prize winner 
talks about so-called Ukrainian 
separatism and justifies crimes 
against Ukraine as preventive 
actions from the Russian side. 

And last, but not least. is 
Brodsky. At Brodsky’s Evening 
in the Hall of the Jewish Com-
munity in Palo Alto in New 
York City on 30 October 1992, 
Brodsky reads a poem “On 
Ukrainian Independence” 
in which he first mocks 
Ukrainians as rednecks and 
narrow-minded peasants, 

then proceeds with: “So 
go with God, you swift 
Cossacks, you hetmans, 
you prison guards,.Just 
remember, when it’s time 
for you, too, to die, you 
Bravehearts, as you scratch 
at your mattress and vis-
ibly suffer, you’ll forget the 
lies of Taras [Shevchenko], 
and whisper the words of 
Alexander[Pushkin].” 

These writers’ words ex-
hibit strong imperial chau-
vinism smoothly covered by 
the beautiful façade of Rus-
sian culture. If the culture, the 
government, and the people 
are neatly divided from one an-
other, the cause-consequences 
connection gets blurred and 
less understandable for outsid-
ers. When the picture is blurry, 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
may come as a huge surprise, but 
it is not. All the words of Russian 
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writers and elites, which they 
poured over the Russian people 
decade after decade, had a di-
rect impact on today’s situation. 
Russia’s war against Ukraine was 
built upon cultural chauvinism, 
disrespect, and a disgust toward 
the Ukrainian nation. This was 
a perfect combination to begin 
the war in 2014 and, eight years 
later, a full-scale invasion. 

Demonisation of others 
comes directly from the Rus-
sian cultural code. As a con-
sequence, Russia’s notorious 
oppression, dehumanisation, 
and bullying of the nations 
within its orbit has triggered 
major removals of Soviet and 
Russian monuments, such 
as statues of Lenin and other 
figures, in the Baltic states. 
Decommunisation in Poland 
took place immediately after 
it regained its independence 
and elected a new democrat-
ic government. The “Fall of 
the Lenin’’ in Ukraine dur-
ing the Revolution of Digni-
ty was a clear protest. Many 
forgotten Soviet cemeteries 
and memorials in the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Bulgar-
ia, and Romania will also 
be decommunised.

In my view, it is only the 
beginning of the move-
ment to “cancel” Russian 
culture. The whole world 
can now see the loath-
some deeds of Russian sol-

All the words 
of Russian 
writers and 
elites, which 
they poured 
over the 
Russian people 
decade after 
decade, had a 
direct impact 
on today’s 
situation. 
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diers in Ukraine. The motif is the 
same: massacre in Bucha, Irpin, 
Olenivka, Izyum, and we still 
don’t know what awaits us in the 
still occupied territories – the 
torture of civilians, mass rape of 
Ukrainian women, public cas-
tration of Ukrainian soldiers... 
Who is guilty?  

From my standpoint, the 
answer is clear: Russians, the 
Russian government, and Rus-
sian culture all together. Polish 
singer Maria Peszek describes 
the situation best in her song 
Modern Holocaust: “‘cuz it’s 
not like the only evil is Hitler 
or Stalin, the evil is in every-
one, we create the evil our-
selves, ‘cuz it’s not like the 
only evil is Putin or Bin Lad-
en you have your own rifle 
at home, too.” The results of 
Russian cultural processes 
are now plain to see - the 
reign of terror and war of 
terror. 

We, Ukrainians, had the 
misfortune to face the Rus-

sian terror, and we are in our 
right to make use of this experi-
ence and give everyone a piece 
of advice.  Humanity can either 
stay blind to the weaponisation 
of Russian culture or deal it a 
fatal strike and cancel the Rus-
sian culture for as long as pos-
sible. This will give the time 
and space to discover the great 
works of Czech, Polish, Ukrai-
nian, and Baltic culture.

In conclusion, I would like 
to quote one of my brave Ger-
man friends and Doctor of 
Philosophy Schmidt: “Russia 
proved to be unworthy of hav-
ing any monuments in any 
country.”

The whole world can now see the loathsome deeds of 
Russian soldiers in Ukraine. The motive is the same: 

massacre in Bucha, Irpin, Olenivka, Izyum, and we still 
don’t know what awaits us in the still occupied territories 
– the torture of civilians, mass rape of Ukrainian women, 

public castration of Ukrainian soldiers... Who is guilty?  
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